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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

Mission
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 
the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 
platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

About PDSA
The Platelet Disorder Support Association is the leading ITP advocacy organization in 

North America. Each day, PDSA serves the worldwide ITP community of patients, 
practitioners, care givers, advocates, and key disease stakeholders, promoting their needs 
and uniting them on a global level. We build awareness, educate the global community, 
and provide critical connections and resources that empower patients to take charge of 

their disease and encourage practi tioners to exercise patient-centered medical care.

2020 was a year like no other. But amidst the 
fear, grief, isolation, and loss, we still 
achieved so much. I am pleased to present 
PDSA’s 2020 Annual Report, where you will 
have an opportunity to share in our collective 
successes, learning more about how PDSA 
rose to the challenges of COVID-19.

As the pandemic quickly advanced around the 
globe, we at PDSA mobilized to respond to 
the evolving situation and to further support, 
educate, and meet the growing needs of the 
ITP community. We gained invaluable 
experience in remaining nimble and flexible 
as we put our expertise, resources, and 
passion to work in new and innovative ways 
to improve the ITP patient condition. 

The PDSA leadership, Medical Advisors, and staff worked tirelessly to make available the most current 
information on COVID-19 and ITP – through dedicated webinars, our monthly e-News and quarterly Platelet 
News, and on our website and social media platforms. We also adapted our local support group meetings and 
Pump It Up For Platelets! events to virtual settings to ensure the ITP community stayed safe and connected. 

Thanks to our generous donors, we were able to establish a number of rapidly deployed educational and 
research efforts to address COVID-19 and the health impact that it was having on ITP patients. We also 
attracted attention nationally and even internationally, providing data, commentary and expert opinions to 
numerous media outlets and prestigious scientific and medical journals.

The challenges of this year have laid bare how essential our work is – and how critical your support is to our 
mission. It is my honor to recognize your resilience, your commitment and engagement, and your unwavering 
support of PDSA and the greater ITP community. After all that we have been through, it is clear we are 
stronger together. I extend my heartfelt thanks to our members and donors for partnering with us. We could 
not do this without you.

Sincerely,

Caroline Kruse
President and CEO
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PDSA BY THE NUMBERS

22 Years
of serving and giving voice to the 

ITP patient community 

1,711 
Members and Donors
whose charitable giving helped PDSA 
fulfill its mission and respond to the 
COVID-19 health crisis

50
$1,000+ Circle  
of Hope Donors
providing leadership support to all of PDSA’s efforts

58 
Patient Support 
Groups
Sustained by ITP 
patients, PDSA’s support 
groups expanded to 29 
states, 2 Canadian 
provinces and New 
Zealand

700+ participants 
from 44 countries 

across the globe tuned in for our  
“Facts over Fear: COVID-19 & ITP” 

virtual town hall in April 2020

were awarded to 
fund original patient-
centered ITP research, 
increasing our research 
funding impact to a 
total of 9 grants and 
$180,000

$20,000  
Research Grants2

78,000+ 
total visitors  
to our websites 
each month

200+
pages of 
content for 
ITP patients

1,139 
patients 
enrolled in  

PDSA’s  
ITP Natural 

History Study 
Registry

PDSA’s 20th Anniversary  
ITP Patient Conference 
made history. Hosted in a virtual format,  
we welcomed record attendance of  

670+ participants from  

25 countries

Internationally renowned 
clinicians and researchers, 
all specialists in ITP

14
Medical 
Advisors

PDSA spearheads the  
International ITP Alliance 
with  

33 delegates from

29 member 
countries

Informational 
booklets on ITP

10
for adults, teens, children,  

and women translated into  
8 languages

3 Websites
PDSA.org

ITPwalk.org

GlobalITP.org

designed to ease the fear of injections or 
“needle phobia” resulting from frequent 
blood draws and treatments

131 Children with ITP 
participated in 
the Poke-R Club, 

PDSA launched its 

Healthcare 
Practitioner 
(HCP) initiative to offer 
support and resources to 1500+ 
clinicians. 200+ HCP toolkits 
were distributed and PDSA.org/hcp 
received 6,700+ page views.

attracting 189 participants and 519 donors, 
raising nearly $55,000 for PDSA programs and research

Pump It 
Up for 
Platelets! 
events 
were held

19

1,000+ 
new 
members 

of PDSA’s closed Facebook Group, 
bringing participant total to more 
than 15,000 members

11 
Advocacy Partners 

with whom we 
collaborate to achieve 

our common mission of 
improving the lives of 
the people we serve

8751 Brecksville Rd., Suite 150 
Cleveland, OH 44141 

440-746-9003 
pdsa@pdsa.org • www.pdsa.org

This informational guide was supported by an 
educational donation by Dova Pharmaceuticals.

ITP
immune thrombocytopenia 

You treat  
the disease.

We treat  
its isolation  

and fear.

OUR MISSION: 
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 
the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 
platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

EDUCATION. ADVOCACY. 
RESEARCH. SUPPORT.

Persons with ITP seek answers 
Most likely, you’ve received panic calls at all times 
of the day and night from ITP patients, frightened 
parents of ITP children or concerned caregivers 
who simply do not know what to do next. Some of 
the treatment options you and your ITP patients 
cycle through work only temporarily while some 
remain effective for long periods of time. Still, none 
reliably or predictably cure ITP. 

The possibility of serious internal brain bleeding 
caused by something as small as a cough or an 
accidental bump is ever top of mind for your ITP 
patients. Equally present are the anxieties over 
the dangers of surgery or the complications of 
pregnancy. 

As a medical professional you are tasked with 
answering many of these real-life concerns. With 
over 50,000 people in the U.S. currently living with 
ITP, you will certainly face ITP questions sometime 
during your medical career. With the advances in 
medicine occurring at rapid speed these days, 
keeping up with ordinary disease therapies is 
difficult enough without adding the fast-paced 
improvements being made in a rare disease like ITP.

PDSA tackles some of its 
toughest questions
The good news is PDSA connects you and your 
patients with the information and knowledge you 
need to beat ITP, both clinically and psychologically. 
We empower ITP patients with the latest news, 
treatment information and research to help them 
understand that there is more to coping with the 
disease than just watching their platelet counts. 

We provide medical professionals with the latest 
information about the disease through our 
online resources, disease guides, newsletters and 
by funding research that may lead to future 
breakthroughs for adults and children living with ITP.

An Invitation to Infuse Your ITP 
Patients with Hope
Patients with ITP are experts at living with ITP. They tire of 
the limitations ITP places on their lives. They want better 
diagnostic tests and more safe and effective treatments to 
improve the quality of their lives. 

You can help your ITP patients by connecting with PDSA, 
by taking advantage of our HCP resources, forums and 
conferences, signing up for the monthly PDSA e-News, 
utilizing our many online videos, and by becoming a 
Professional PDSA Member. 

You can also help ITP patients achieve their goals by 
introducing them to PDSA. By sharing our patient-friendly 
information and resources and by helping them connect 
with their peers, you’ll help ITP patients overcome their 
sense of isolation and turn their fears into the indestructible 
confidence that comes from knowing they are not alone. 

Join us in creating brighter futures for people with Immune 
Thrombocytopenia. Visit www.PDSA.org and become part 
of the support community that empowers ITP patients.

Clinical Symptoms vs.  
Symptomatic Fears
Petechiae, purpura, gastrointestinal, urinary 
track bleeding or intercranial hemorrhage, the 
risk of thrombosis or thromboembolisms – you 
know the dangers associated with ITP. But what 
about the mental anguish ITP patients face?

According to Mental Health and Treatment in 
Patients with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP); 
Data from the Platelet Disorder Support 
Association (PDSA) Patient Registry, both 
symptoms of ITP and side effects from 
treatments impact patient QoL, commonly 
anxiety and fatigue. Registry respondents 
(n=385) reported use of one or more of 16 
different treatments to manage their ITP. 

Patients with ITP feel the impact of disease 
beyond the physical manifestations like 
bleeding and bruising, extending to the 
emotional impact of ITP. In part this is due to 
the uncertainty of symptoms, treatment 
efficacy and fear of the unknown.

89%
89% of ITP patients  
complain of fatigue

47%
47% reported needing help 
with anxiety concerning their 

platelet counts

53%
53% found it hard to focus 

because of their anxiety
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When it comes to ITP research, PDSA has 20/20 vision — a clear commitment to 
engaging the scientific community, industry partners, and government agencies 
to further examine the underlying causes of ITP, develop new treatments, and 
contribute the patient voice to the regulatory process.

We purposefully encourage and fund patient-centered studies to keep the ITP 
patient perspective at the center of the research process and to ensure 
outcomes that will directly impact patient quality of life.

Charitable support of PDSA’s 20/20 ITP Research Campaign strengthens our 
efforts and helps sustain the momentum we have created in our many and 
varied research initiatives:

   Since 2017, PDSA has awarded more than $180,000 toward nine original 
ITP research studies.

   In addition to encouraging and underwriting research, PDSA takes very 
seriously its role to also help inform research. In partnership with the 
National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD), we continue to 
administer the one and only ITP Natural History Study Patient Registry, an 
important global collection of patient data which aims to inform ITP 
research and treatment development.

   PDSA is also committed to the sharing of valuable data, writing scientific 
abstracts and developing posters to help inform physicians and industry 
partners on ITP and the patient experience. In 2020, PDSA staff authored 
15 scientific publications, including the manuscript “Immune 
thrombocytopenia: the patient’s perspective,” which was published in the 
Annals of Blood (AOB) journal for high-quality research in hematology.

   PDSA regularly hosts the Friday Morning ITP breakfast at the American 
Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting and Exposition, where 
global ITP investigators present their leading-edge ITP research. We also 
convene with the European Hematology Association (EHA) to share 
relevant research studies and initiatives, and partner with the Pediatric ITP 
Consortium of North America (ICON), a collaborative research effort of 49 
pediatric hematology centers committed to advancing the care of children 
with immune thrombocytopenia (ITP). 

The PDSA Research Program awards up to 
three $20,000 research grants to investigators 

conducting innovative ITP patient-centered 
studies. These awards are given in honor of 
longstanding PDSA champions Barbara and 

Peter Pruitt. Funding of the Research Program 
is provided through gifts made to the 20/20 

ITP Research Campaign.

2020 RESEARCH AWARDS

Project Title: 

Role of platelet glycosylation 
on platelet function and 

immune response in immune 
thrombocytopenia patients 

Investigator: Nora Butta, MD 
Institution: Hospital Universitario La Paz, 

Madrid, Spain 

Project Title: 

Real world effectiveness of 
second-line therapies for primary 

immune thrombocytopenia (ITP): a 
retrospective analysis of healthcare 

claims data 
Investigator: Karen Rascati, MD  

Institution: University of Texas at Austin, USA

The Barbara and 
Peter T. Pruitt Jr. 

ITP Research 
Awards

RESEARCH
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INNOVATIVE ITP RESEARCH  
from the 2020 American Society of 
Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting  
Held virtually in 2020, the prestigious American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
Annual meeting attracted thousands of clinicians, scientists, pharmaceutical 
company personnel, and investment analysts worldwide to share ground-
breaking research in the field of hematology. PDSA was well represented at the 
meeting and, as usual, hosted the coveted annual ITP Breakfast Meeting, 
attended by more than 200 people, in which Medical Advisors James Bussel, 
MD; Nichola Cooper, MD; Michele Lambert, MD; and John Semple, PhD, and 
12 additional hematology experts from around the world presented their 
leading-edge ITP research. 

RESEARCH

European Hematology 
Association (EHA) Congress 
Focused on the ITP Patient 
Perspective  
In light of the COVID-19 global pandemic, the 25th Congress of the 
European Hematology Association (EHA) scheduled to take place in 
Frankfurt, Germany switched its annual meeting to a virtual format 
in June 2020. PDSA staff and members of the PDSA Medical 
Advisory Board participated in this important meeting by submitting 
multiple abstracts that were accepted in e-poster format. 

ITP Natural History Study 
Patient Registry 
In partnership with the National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD), PDSA continued to administer the one and only ITP 
Natural History Study Patient Registry in 2020, an important 
global collection of patient data which aims to inform ITP 
research and treatment development.

“This group has been invaluable 
in providing support and reliable 

information for this complex 
unpredictable disease.” 

– Darlene

“Most hematologists are not 
familiar with PDSA, I wish every 
hematology office was somehow 

made aware of this resource.” 
– Linda
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ADVOCACY

FACTS OVER FEAR: 
COVID-19 & ITP 
Virtual Town Hall
In April 2020, as the world was reeling 
from the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, PDSA sprang into action to 
explore and share available information 
surrounding the impact of the virus on 
ITP patients. 700+ people from 44 
countries across the globe tuned in for 
PDSA’s virtual town hall with 
international renowned experts 
discussing COVID-19 and facts relevant 
to those living with immune 
thrombocytopenia (ITP). The event was 
live streamed and moderated by PDSA 
President and CEO Caroline Kruse and 
PDSA Medical Advisor James Bussel, MD, 
a leading hematologist and professor at 
Weill Cornell in New York. This event was 
the first of many hosted by PDSA to serve 
the ITP community on the very fluid and 
developing situation.

“Thank you for being 
an advocate for 

persons with ITP.” 
– Kelly G.

“The PDSA is an incredible 
organization! They have the 

top ITP specialists and connect 
people all across the world.” 

– Gen K.

Fifth Annual Global ITP Awareness 
Week and Meeting of the Minds 
It’s hard to believe 
that it’s only been 
four years since ITP 
advocacy groups 
from around the 
world held their first 
in-person meeting 
and joined forces to 
create a global voice 
for immune 
thrombocytopenia 
patients as the International ITP Alliance. COVID-19 cannot stop the advocacy efforts of 
these global partners. On Friday, October 9th, 17 delegates from 12 countries Zoomed 
their way to awareness as part of the ITP Support Association’s UK ITP Convention! 

The Patient 
Voice 
Melissa Hilsabeck, member 
of the PDSA Board of 
Directors; PDSA ITP 
conference ambassador; 
Orange County, CA support 
group facilitator; and Pump 
It Up For Platelets walk/run 
organizer shared her ITP 
journey during Dova 
Pharmaceuticals National 
Sales Meeting in San Diego, 
CA, in February 2020.

PDSA 
Canada 
PDSA Research 
Program Manager 
Jennifer DiRaimo 
attended the Canadian 
Organization for Rare 
Disorders (CORD) 
conference in March 
2020 and joined 
CORD’s President and 
CEO Durhane Wong-
Rieger in their 
organized rally to help 
voice the concerns of 
the rare disease 
community on 
Parliament Hill, in 
Ottawa Ontario, 
Canada.
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ADVOCACY

PDSA Participated 
in the Following 
Meetings:
• American Society of 

Hematology (ASH) 62nd Virtual 
Annual Meeting and Exposition

• Immunoglobulin National 
Society (IgNS) National 
Conference

• National Organization for Rare 
Disorders (NORD) 2020 Rare 
Diseases & Orphan Products 
Breakthrough Summit

• Thrombosis & Hemostasis 
Summit of North America 
(THSNA)

• Foundation for Women & Girls 
with Blood Disorders (FWGBD) 
2020 Conference

• 25th Congress of the European 
Hematology Association (EHA)

• UK and Ireland ITP Support 
Association Convention

PDSA Presentations:
• PDSA President 

and CEO Caroline 
Kruse spoke at the 
Amgen National Sales 
Meeting in Dallas, 
Texas, along with 
two ITP patients, in 
February 2020.

• PDSA Board Member 
Melissa Hilsabeck 
presented at the 
Dova Pharmaceuticals 
National Sales 
Meeting in San Diego, 
CA, in February 2020. 

• PDSA’s “Facts Over Fear: COVID-19 & ITP” Virtual Town Hall, presented in April 2020, was 
moderated by both PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse and PDSA Medical Advisor, 
Hematologist, and Professor at Weill Cornell James Bussell, MD.

• PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse, Research Coordinator Alexandra Kruse, Research Program 
Manager Jennifer DiRaimo, and PDSA Medical Advisor Michele Lambert, MD, presented their e-poster 
abstract “Mental Health And Physical Function In Pediatric Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP): Quality 
Of Life Data From The Platelet Disorder Support Association (PDSA) Patient Registry” at the European 
Hematology Association (EHA) virtual annual meeting in June 2020.

• PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse, Research Coordinator Alexandra Kruse, and PDSA 
Medical Advisors James Bussel, MD, Nichola Cooper, MD and Drew Provan, MD were authors 
on the following e-poster abstracts presented at the European Hematology Association (EHA) 
virtual annual meeting in June 2020: “Higher Symptom Burden In Patients With Immune 
Thrombocytopenia Experiencing Fatigue: Results From The ITP World Impact Survey (I-WISH),” 
“A Patient’s Perspective On Impact Of Immune Thrombocytopenia On Emotional Wellbeing: ITP 
World Impact Survey (I-WISH),” and “Patient’s Reported Perceptions On Satisfaction With Immune 
Thrombocytopenia Treatments: Results From The ITP World Impact Survey (I-WISH).”

• PDSA Medical Advisors James Bussel, MD, Craig Kessler, MD, Michele Lambert, MD, John Semple, 
PhD, and Michael Tarantino, MD, presented PDSA’s pre-Summit Workshop “ITP Journal Club” 
focusing on cutting-edge clinical and laboratory research at the Thrombosis and Hemostasis 
Societies of North America (THSNA) Virtual Summit in October 2020.

• The following research studies, authored by PDSA staff and advisors, or funded by PDSA, were 
presented at the 62nd American Society of Hematology (ASH) Virtual Annual Meeting in December 
2020: “Anxiety In Adult Patients Living With ITP Stratified Across Different Treatment Types and 
Groups: A Survey Study by PDSA,” “Tapering Thrombopoietin Receptor Agonists In Primary 
Immune Thrombocytopenia: Recommendations Based On The RAND/UCLA Modified Delphi 
Panel Method,” “Decision Aid to Support Shared Decision Making in Pediatric Refractory Immune 
Thrombocytopenia,” and “Importance Of Glycoside Residues On Haemostasis of Patients With 
Immune Thrombocytopenia.”

Advocacy 
Partnerships 
Collaborations are critical to 
achieving our common mission of 
improving the lives of the people 
we serve.

AARDA – American Autoimmune 
Related Diseases Association

A-Plus – American Plasma Users 
Coalition

ASH – American Society of 
Hematology

CPAG – Coalition of Patient 
Advocacy Groups

FDA Alliance

Genetic Alliance

IAPO – International Alliance of 
Patients’ Organizations

ICON – Pediatric ITP Consortium of 
North America

NORD – National Organization for 
Rare Disorders

PPTA – Plasma Protein 
Therapeutics Association

THSNA – Thrombosis & Hemostasis 
Societies of North America

“My daughter has only been diagnosed 4 months, but it’s 
already been a rollercoaster, and she said it was nice to see that 
she’s not alone, that other people are going through the same 

thing. So thank you again and again for doing this.” 
– Elly
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Virtual ITP Conference 2020 
Makes History!

The 2020 ITP Conference virtual Ballroom. Where real life connects with science – the virtual 
Exhibit Hall.

The global ITP community connected during 
the conference through the virtual 
International Lounge. 

An ITP community favorite – PDSA Medical 
Advisor Michael Tarantino, MD presents 
Communicating with Your Doctor.

ITP CONFERENCE 2020

Nothing can fully match the benefit of attending PDSA’s ITP 
Conference in person. In fact, attendees often describe it as a 
life-changing experience. When the pandemic prohibited our 
coming together in person and threatened the hosting of our 
2020 conference altogether, we at PDSA weren’t ready to 
throw in the towel. Instead, we were more determined than 
ever to connect the ITP community, our Medical Advisors, and 
industry partners for this very important meeting.

With “necessity as the mother of invention,” we focused our 
efforts on developing an online conference platform which 
would allow the ITP community to come together, despite the 
pandemic. And so, in just two months’ time, PDSA’s virtual 
ITP “Alone Together” conference was launched. Breaking 
barriers and connecting the global ITP community during a 
time of great uncertainty, our 20th Anniversary conference 
was the largest in PDSA’s history, attracting 670+ registrants 
from 25 countries and 45 states. 

The view from President 
and CEO Caroline Kruse’s 
perch where she 
moderated the 
conference with the help 
of her trusty technical 
assistant (husband Ken) 
in the background. 
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PDSA Medical Advisor Dr. Michael 
Tarantino gathered his expert panel of 
adolescent patients to better understand 
the patient perspective.   

Two of the popular ITP sessions presented by 
PDSA Medical Advisors and moderated by 
PDSA staff.

ITP CONFERENCE 2020

Behind the Scenes: PDSA Website and Social Media Manager Jeff Cooper led the conference production with a crew of six from 
Phoenix, AZ.

“This was my first 
virtual conference, 
and it has been a 
great weekend. 

A wonderful and 
successful event. 

Thank you all staff 
and speakers. Best 

wishes from the 
Netherlands.” 

– Brigitte D.

“Great job this weekend! Loved the familiar format and especially if you have attended 
conferences in the past. The medical professionals always on their game and love how 
well they work together. Always feel they are working for the members. Lots of great 
information supplied and always come away with so much knowledge that someone 

should warn my doctor. We are going to need a longer appointment next visit.” 
– Denis S.

“I just wanted to thank you for putting on 
such a wonderful, thoughtful and informative 

conference this year. I had many questions 
answered, was able to connect with some 
new patients, and most importantly, was 
reminded that I am not in this alone…” 

– Cory B. 

Participants enjoyed the 2020 Virtual ITP 
Conference from their homes, offices, and 
even the great outdoors! 

“Wonderful 
conference! Hope 
the virtual access 
can remain a part 
for the future. The 

lounge opportunities 
were great! Thanks 
so much – again.” 

– Dail 
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AWARENESS & OUTREACH

1,000
Unique Visits 
 per Month

1,461+
Total Visits per Month

ITPwalk.org

2,052
Unique Visits 
 per Month

3,185+
Total Visits per Month

GlobalITP.org

45,000
Unique Visits 
 per Month

73,518+
Total Visits per Month

pdsa.org

Social Networking

29,214+
Facebook Likes & Followers

15,900+
Facebook Group Members

10,502+
PDSA.org Discussion Group Members

1,618+
Instagram Followers @PDSA_ITP

1,533+ 
Twitter Followers @PDSA_ITP

119,290+
YouTube Video Views PDSAorg

“My 17-year-old daughter 
Hannah has recently 
been diagnosed with 

ITP (unclear whether it’s 
primary or secondary) at 
Sick Kids Hospital here 

in Toronto and while this 
has been an extremely 
stressful and difficult 

period for us, I have found 
your organization (now, 
as a new member) and 
associated website to 

be superbly helpful and 
encouraging. We are just 

beginning to come to terms 
with this illness and what 
it means to our child, so 

thank you for being there 
for us and for families all 
across Canada and the US 

who are suffering from this 
disease.” 

– Mark

“Thank you. I’ve set 
my Facebook feed so 

your posts appear first 
– our family values your 

efforts very much.” 
– Les T.
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AWARENESS & OUTREACH

September = ITP Awareness Month  
+ Sport Purple for Platelets Day!

“Amazing PDSA!! 
… Just when I 

think you can’t 
possibly get any 
more awesome, 

there you all 
are wowing me 

again!” 
– Beth

September 2020 was a great ITP awareness milestone – the 
10-year anniversary of PDSA’s successful designation of 
National ITP Awareness Month! Every September for the 
past decade the ITP community is highlighted and honored 
as we work together to shine additional light on this rare 
bleeding disorder and observe the ongoing courage of ITP 
warriors around the world. This special month of awareness 
events and activities includes a wildly popular culminating 
event, Sport Purple for Platelets Day – and the ITP 
community is more than happy to step up and show its 
colors! Across the country and around the world, adults, 
teens, children, and their pets sported purple and took to 
social media to show their platelet pride.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE

2020 will be long remembered as the year the coronavirus pandemic sent shockwaves around the world and, for the 
first time, the general public experienced what ITP patients live with every day – fear of the unknown. As the pandemic 
advanced around the globe, PDSA mobilized quickly to respond to the evolving COVID-19 health crisis to further 
support, educate, and meet the growing needs of the ITP community. In addition to hosting frequent online events on 
COVID-19 & ITP, we also developed a “go to” COVID-19 & ITP Resource Hub to provide accurate, current, and reliable 
information and expanded support services. Learn more about our proactive COVID-19 response below.

PDSA’s Proactive Pandemic Response

COVID-19 & ITP VIDE0S & 
WEBINARS
As questions and concerns surrounding the 
direct effects of coronavirus on the ITP 
community escalated, PDSA organized a 
virtual town hall-style meeting where ITP 
specialists and other experts presented 
emerging data, facts and answered 
COVID-19 and ITP related questions.
  
Facts over Fear: COVID-19 & ITP Virtual 
Town Hall Meeting with Global ITP 
Experts – Part 1 (April 3, 2020), 
moderated by PDSA President and CEO 
Caroline Kruse and PDSA Medical 
Advisor James Bussel, MD
Experts included Steven M. Holland, MD of 
the National Institutes of Health; 
Immunologist Charlotte Cunningham-
Rundles, MD, PhD, Mount Sinai Hospital in 
New York City, Professor Francesco 
Rodeghiero, MD, PhD, Vincenza Italy; 
Runhui Wu, MD, PhD, Beijing, China; and 
PDSA Medical Advisors Nichola Cooper, 
MD, and David Kuter, MD.
•  2,615 video views on pdsa.org
•  700 registrants from 43 countries
•  719 video views on globalITP.org
•   Video content translated into Italian and 

Hebrew

“Thank you so much for 
putting on this webinar 

[for] COVID-19 vaccines for 
ITP patients. I found all the 
information was excellent.” 

– Ron 

“I wanted to thank you both and also the other Drs on 
the call for a wonderful webinar last Monday evening. I 
wrote so fast that I actually had hand cramps - so much 
information! I learned so much and am so grateful to 

the PDSA for sponsoring such an event!  …  I’m also very 
grateful that the PDSA is doing a survey so we can also 
see how all the ITP patients are doing with the vaccine” 

– Marcia 

Facts over Fear: COVID-19 & ITP Virtual 
Town Hall Meeting with Global ITP 
Experts – Part 2 (July 30, 2020), 
moderated by PDSA President and CEO 
Caroline Kruse and PDSA Medical 
Advisor James Bussel, MD
Experts included Steven M. Holland, MD of 
the National Institutes of Health; 
Immunologist Charlotte Cunningham-
Rundles, MD, PhD, Mount Sinai Hospital in 
New York City; Kristen Marks, MD, Weill 
Cornell Medicine, Bruce Sachais, MD, PhD, 
New York Blood Center; and PDSA medical 

advisors Nichola Cooper, MD, and Howard 
Liebman, MD.
•  391 video views on pdsa.org
•  600 registrants from 19 countries
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COVID-19 RESPONSE

PDSA’s Proactive Pandemic Response

“Thank you for 
coordinating the 

excellent webinar on 
Covid and ITP tonight. 

It was so relevant! 
I am waiting for an 

appointment but had 
some uncertainty 

which was eliminated 
by the emphatic 

encouragement given.” 
– Katharine

“Dear PDSA! Despite 
COVID-19, you did it 

again, you hit it right out 
of the park! Great job!” 

– Marcia F.

PDSA’S COVID-19 & ITP RESOURCES
EXPERT GUIDELINES & 
STATEMENTS
Provided essential protocols and expert 
guidance including current 
recommendations of the Medical Advisory 
Board of PDSA, American Society of 
Hematology (ASH) on COVID-19 & ITP, 
important information for splenectomized 
patients, and the second most downloaded 
(1,134 times) document on pdsa.org – 
COVID-19 and ITP in Pediatric ITP: What 
You Need to Know.

COVID-19 & ITP IN THE NEWS
Supplied patients and caregivers with a 
reliable directory of reports concerning 
COVID-19 and the ITP community.

EXPERT Q & A VIDEO CLIPS
Individual video series of abbreviated 
excerpts from expert insights into 
COVID-19 and ITP.
•  1,866 page views

GENERAL COVID-19 RESOURCES
Supplied general patient-friendly COVID 
resources including mental health/stress/
anxiety management, essential resources 
from the CDC and FDA, and multi-lingual 
materials.

PDSA CLOSED FACEBOOK GROUP
1,000+ new members of PDSA’s closed 
Facebook Group, bringing participant total 
to more than 15,000 members.

VIRTUAL ITP CONFERENCE 2020
Our 20th Anniversary conference was the 
largest in PDSA’s history, attracting 670+ 
registrants from 25 countries and 45 states. 
See a full summary of this first-ever virtual 
ITP Conference on pages 8 and 9.

PDSA SUPPORT GROUP 
PROGRAM
58 patient support groups actively 
participated in virtual meetings throughout 
2020. Learn more about their success on 
Page 14.

pdsa.org 
109,700+ page views
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

In 2020, the need for community became more important than 
ever. When COVID-19 shut down countries around the world, PDSA 
and our amazing ITP community worked together to ensure that 
ITP patients everywhere felt safe, informed, and connected. 

Our dedicated network of support group facilitators instantly stepped forward 
and welcomed the opportunity to hold their meetings via video or teleconference 
– and medical experts from PDSA’s Medical Advisory Board and the Pediatric ITP 
Consortium of North America (ICON) offered to join the virtual meetings to 
answer questions. This virtual approach provided a much-needed lifeline for 
patients and caregivers alike and offered them the chance to engage with one 
another and to benefit from PDSA’s comprehensive collection of timely 
information, exceptional resources, and heartening support.

In addition to regional online support group events, PDSA also hosted two very 
successful live ITP Kids & Parents Video Conferences. On April 21, children with 
ITP and their parents in the Eastern and Central time zones had the opportunity 
to converse with one another and with pediatric ITP specialist Jenny Despotovic, 
MD of Texas Children’s Hospital. On April 28, children and families in the Pacific 
and Mountain time zones participated in a second ITP Kids & Parents video 
conference during which they heard from and spoke with Kristin Shimano, MD, 
another pediatric ITP specialist from the University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF). Each meeting dedicated 30 minutes for the kids to chat with one another, 
followed by a 45-minute Q & A segment with the medical experts, and closed 
with an informative parent discussion. For many of the children attending, this 
was their first time even “seeing” another child with ITP!

Support Groups – 
You are Not Alone!

“Thank you very much for 
hosting tonight’s meeting!! 
[We] found it informative 

and helpful.  [My daughter] 
felt a certain sense of relief 
knowing that she is not the 

only teenager living through 
this and it was nice for me 
to see that many parents 

have the same questions as 
I. We very much appreciate 
Dr. Grace taking time from 

her busy schedule to answer 
questions!” 

– Erin 

“It was really nice seeing a 
few familiar faces and meeting 
everyone else! It’s really nice 

to have this community… 
thanks so much to PDSA.” 

– Giselle 

“I have lived with ITP 
for sixteen years! … 
It has been a bumpy 
ride but my faith and 

this support group 
has been a guiding 
light! Thanks for 

being here for us!” 
– Debra M.

“As a parent of an ITP patient, 
it is reassuring to know there 

are others out there… I am 
really grateful to all of you 

sharing your stories.” 
– Kristin  
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

PDSA is dedicated to supporting ongoing awareness and advocacy by 
encouraging a growing community of ITP Ambassadors for change. Local 
support groups continue to be a popular and useful tool for ITP patients 
and loved ones – and our support group family continues to grow!

58 Local
Support
Groups

58 
active support groups in 
29 of the United States,  
2 Canadian provinces,  

and New Zealand

9 
new support 

groups 
launched

40 
meetings held  

with a total  
of 498  

participants

In 2020:

To help kids facing the trials associated with managing their 
ITP and the extreme fear of injections or needles – or “needle 
phobia” – that often results from treatments, we offer the 
ITP POKE-R CLUBSM, an exclusive free clinical support program 
for PDSA members in the United States and Canada.
 

In addition to providing our young Poke-R Club 
members with special tokens and prizes when 
they’ve reached certain numbers of needle “pokes,” 
we also provide them with a Buzzy®, a drug-free, 
palm-sized pain relief device which combines cold 
and vibration to help eliminate or inhibit needle pain 
by placing stimuli “between the brain and the pain.”

“What a great idea for little kiddos! [My 
daughter] often feels like she is being 

punished and is very confused as to why 
she misses play school, or outings with 
family and friends to be at the Drs or 

hospital. I think this little ‘rewards’ club 
would make her feel better and give her 

something to look forward to after so 
many lab visits.” 

– Allison R., mom of Dayva 

PDSA’s ITP Poke-R Club 
welcomed 24 new 
members in 2020. 

131 children, ages 
2 to 17, are currently 

enrolled in this special 
program, representing 
34 states, 4 provinces 

and 2 countries!
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

2020 PDSA College 
Scholarship Winners!
$1,500 RECIPIENT

Gretchen Mason, Carrboro, NC 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

“My diagnosis of ITP has drastically changed my own 
perspective on what matters most and has fueled a passion of 
equitable health reform.” 

$750 RECIPIENT
Julian Cohen, El Paso, TX  
Texas Tech University

“As a recipient of the PDSA College Scholarship, I am extremely 
grateful for the support of the Platelet Disorder Support 
Association to further my education. This generous gift will 
allow me to begin the pursuit of my dreams to become a 
healthcare provider and in turn, help others heal. Thank you 
very much for the wonderful recognition and assistance.”

Savannah Ingle                    
Mooresville, NC 
University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

“My ITP has taught me 
that I am a survivor and 
although my situation 
may seem bleak, there is 
always a way to persevere 
and power through to the 
end.”   

Rachel Netz                  
Portage, MI 
Hope College

“MY ITP has undoubtedly 
shaped me into the 
person I am today, and I 
am grateful for the family 
members, friends, medical 
professionals, and ITP 
experts who have helped 
me to navigate my journey 
of self-growth.” 

Elizabeth Snyder                
Arlington Heights, IL 
Indiana Wesleyan 
University

“My experiences with 
ITP have prepared me 
to encourage others 
going through similar 
circumstances. Just as ITP 
altered my outlook on life, 
I aspire to cause positive 
change in the lives of my 
patients.”  

$250 BOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS

PDSA 
PUBLICATIONS
PDSA publishes informational booklets, 
articles, The Platelet News quarterly 
magazine, and monthly e-News.

2020 brought an update to our ITP in Children 
booklet, featuring the latest information and 
frequently asked questions to help parents 
navigate their child’s diagnosis and treatment. 
ITP in Children and When a Child Has ITP, 
featuring the psychosocial aspects of ITP, are 
now available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Finnish, Hungarian and Spanish. 
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HCP OUTREACH PROGRAM

Connecting Science With 
Everyday Life
For over 20 years, PDSA has proudly served as a trusted resource for the 
scientific community – connecting ITP patients and caregivers with patient-
friendly educational materials, programs, and support.

In 2020, we launched the Healthcare Practitioner (HCP) Outreach Program to 
further support clinicians and connect the community with the latest ITP 
protocols, cutting edge research and innovative therapies being developed 
worldwide.

Treatment Guidelines and Consensus 
Statements
Our comprehensive directory of clinical guidelines and consensus statements 
provide easy access for clinicians to stay current in today’s rapidly changing 
healthcare landscape.
•   International Consensus Report on ITP (updated 2019) – #1 downloaded 

document on pdsa.org (1,354 downloads in 2020)

Expert Opinions in ITP Management
In this extensive video library organized by topic, ITP experts explore 
disease course and treatments in immune thrombocytopenia.

Research Resources
Research is the key to learning more about what causes ITP and 
determines effective treatments. This hyperlinked directory of resources 
offers researchers and clinicians easy access to ongoing studies and 
clinical trials.  

PDSA Research: posters, publications, and 
awards
This online library archives PDSA’s rapidly expanding list of published 
research works. With hyperlinked titles, the directory disseminates 
insights focused on improving ITP patients’ quality of life.

Patient Education Resources
This directory (with online hyperlinks) of resources was developed to help 
clinicians communicate the intricacies of ITP to patients and caregivers. 

HCP Toolkit
Available online and in print, PDSA connects clinicians with professional 
resources and equips them with PDSA’s extensive library of patient-
friendly materials and directory of support services. 
•  PDSA.org/hcp – 6,700+ page views (July – December 2020)
•  200+ Toolkits distributed via direct mail (October – December 2020)

ITP Patient Assessment Questionnaire 
(ITP-PAQ)
This 44-item questionnaire is a validated disease-specific measurement 
tool that assesses health-related quality of life (HRQoL) in adult subjects 
with ITP.

8751 Brecksville Rd., Suite 150 

Cleveland, OH 44141 

440-746-9003 

pdsa@pdsa.org • www.pdsa.org

This informational guide was supported by an 

educational donation by Dova Pharmaceuticals.

ITP
immune thrombocytopenia 

You treat  
the disease.

We treat  
its isolation  

and fear.

OUR MISSION: 

The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 

the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 

platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

EDUCATION. ADVOCACY. 

RESEARCH. SUPPORT.

Persons with ITP seek answers 

Most likely, you’ve received panic calls at all times 

of the day and night from ITP patients, frightened 

parents of ITP children or concerned caregivers 

who simply do not know what to do next. Some of 

the treatment options you and your ITP patients 

cycle through work only temporarily while some 

remain effective for long periods of time. Still, none 

reliably or predictably cure ITP. 

The possibility of serious internal brain bleeding 

caused by something as small as a cough or an 

accidental bump is ever top of mind for your ITP 

patients. Equally present are the anxieties over 

the dangers of surgery or the complications of 

pregnancy. 

As a medical professional you are tasked with 

answering many of these real-life concerns. With 

over 50,000 people in the U.S. currently living with 

ITP, you will certainly face ITP questions sometime 

during your medical career. With the advances in 

medicine occurring at rapid speed these days, 

keeping up with ordinary disease therapies is 

difficult enough without adding the fast-paced 

improvements being made in a rare disease like ITP.

PDSA tackles some of its 

toughest questions
The good news is PDSA connects you and your 

patients with the information and knowledge you 

need to beat ITP, both clinically and psychologically. 

We empower ITP patients with the latest news, 

treatment information and research to help them 

understand that there is more to coping with the 

disease than just watching their platelet counts. 

We provide medical professionals with the latest 

information about the disease through our 

online resources, disease guides, newsletters and 

by funding research that may lead to future 

breakthroughs for adults and children living with ITP.

An Invitation to Infuse Your ITP 

Patients with Hope
Patients with ITP are experts at living with ITP. They tire of 

the limitations ITP places on their lives. They want better 

diagnostic tests and more safe and effective treatments to 

improve the quality of their lives. 

You can help your ITP patients by connecting with PDSA, 

by taking advantage of our HCP resources, forums and 

conferences, signing up for the monthly PDSA e-News, 

utilizing our many online videos, and by becoming a 

Professional PDSA Member. 

You can also help ITP patients achieve their goals by 

introducing them to PDSA. By sharing our patient-friendly 

information and resources and by helping them connect 

with their peers, you’ll help ITP patients overcome their 

sense of isolation and turn their fears into the indestructible 

confidence that comes from knowing they are not alone. 

Join us in creating brighter futures for people with Immune 

Thrombocytopenia. Visit www.PDSA.org and become part 

of the support community that empowers ITP patients.

Clinical Symptoms vs.  

Symptomatic Fears
Petechiae, purpura, gastrointestinal, urinary 

track bleeding or intercranial hemorrhage, the 

risk of thrombosis or thromboembolisms – you 

know the dangers associated with ITP. But what 

about the mental anguish ITP patients face?

According to Mental Health and Treatment in 

Patients with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP); 

Data from the Platelet Disorder Support 

Association (PDSA) Patient Registry, both 

symptoms of ITP and side effects from 

treatments impact patient QoL, commonly 

anxiety and fatigue. Registry respondents 

(n=385) reported use of one or more of 16 

different treatments to manage their ITP. 

Patients with ITP feel the impact of disease 

beyond the physical manifestations like 

bleeding and bruising, extending to the 

emotional impact of ITP. In part this is due to 

the uncertainty of symptoms, treatment 

efficacy and fear of the unknown.

89%
89% of ITP patients  

complain of fatigue

47%
47% reported needing help 

with anxiety concerning their 

platelet counts

53%
53% found it hard to focus 

because of their anxiety

“The PDSA resources – paper, 
online, annual meetings 

– and more personal 
support for families are 

exceptional! Always glad to 
see when patients/families 

take advantage of these 
opportunities. And also 

importantly, is the drive for 
research and support of the 

trainees and medical personnel 
to accomplish this.” 

– Melissa R. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Virtual Pump It Up For 
Platelets! 2020
Despite COVID-19, ITP Awareness Champions across the United States and 
Canada walked their way to ITP Awareness!

TOTAL RAISED:  
$54,919

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS: 
189

# OF TEAMS:  
19

# OF DONORS:  
519
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CIRCLE OF HOPE • EVENT ORGANIZERS 

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Cade
Columbus, OH
$15,700
Ashley & Greg Randolph, Organizers

Pump It Up For Platelets! 
In Memory of Michele Adler/ 
Team Awesome Adlers 
New York, NY
$11,200
Stephanie Halperin, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Rigel
South San Francisco, CA
$6,381
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Luca
London, ON
$4,360
Jennifer & Luigi DiRaimo, Organizers

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Abbey Mae
Owego, NY
$3,540
Marcy Luffman, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Parker’s Platelet Posse
Birmingham, MI
$2,615
Tracey Parker, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Amgen
Thousand Oaks, CA
$1,435
Amgen, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Haley
St. Thomas, ON
$1,407
Haley Agius, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Bad Blood Bruisers
Derby, KS
$1,310
Madison Carroll, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Got Platelets?
Tempe, AZ
$1,249
Lauren Lay, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Team Aldama
Laguna Niguel, CA
$1,180
Cathy & Raul Aldama, Organizers

Chris Jordan Fundraiser
$1,400
Chris Jordan, Organizer

Tracey Parker organized “Parker’s Platelet 

Posse” for a 2020 Virtual Pump It Up For 

Platelets! event in Michigan.

The Randolph Family formed “Team Cade” for their Poses for Platelets yoga event in Ohio.“I really appreciate how much you 
care about all of us involved with 
the PDSA!  It’s such a wonderful 

organization and I am so thankful 
for being a member!” 

– Marcia  
“Let me also take this opportunity to express 

my thanks to your organization for all of 
the work it does on behalf of ITP patients. I 
cannot begin to tell you how helpful all of 
the information on your website and the 

information you sent me by mail has been.” 
– Wes 
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2020 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

CORPORATIONS 
AND FOUNDATIONS
AmazonSmile Foundation
AMGEN
argenx US, Inc.
CSL Behring Biotherapies 

for Life
Dova Pharmaceuticals
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
General Dynamics Land 

Systems – Canada
Givinga Foundation
Heme Onc Call, LLC
Jamf Nation Global 

Foundation
Colleen O’Hara & Doug 

Mashkuri Charitable Fund
Merck Foundation
Momenta Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc.
Novartis Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc.
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 

Canada Inc.
Pfizer
Principia Biopharma
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals
Schneider Electric North 

America Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
UCB Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
The Boeing Company Gift 

Matching Office
PayPal Giving Fund

WORKPLACE 
GIVING COMPANIES
Abbott Laboratories 

Employee Giving 
Campaign

Amgen Foundation Staff 
Giving Programs

iGive

BENEFACTORS 
($500-$999)
Ted Allred
Lydia Bartholow
John Burke
Stella Couban
Pascal Deman
Salvatore DiFazio
Wendy & Ken Duczek
Magda El-Nokaly
Theresa & Andrew Fedak
Mary Ferguson
Marcia & Jim Freed
Deborah Harlan
Janet & Walter Harvick
Teri Howe & Bradly Fuehrer
Michael Jurs
Evelyn Khazam
Briann Luffman
James Lyons
Eleonore & Russell McCabe
Diane Prichard
Patricia & John Proescholdt
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Pulsifer
Sharon & David Roberts
Margaret Shortridge
Sky & Samuel Smith
Bunnie Stevenson
Dolly Vance
Sonia Vandama

ASSOCIATES  
($250-$499)
Susan & Mark Anderson
Sarah & Craig Antas
Treg Arthalony
Taryn Bell
Lois Bindel
Esther & Paul Brandt
T.J. & Mitchell Brininstool
Donna & Charles Carter
Mary & Paul Chmiel
Douglas Cines, MD
Mary & Douglas Coleman
Javier Corripio
Laura DiManno
Diana DiMeo & Gordon 

Rowse
John Faust
Bob Feiner
Allison & Keith Flowers
Cheryl & William Foote

Brenda & David Foster
Tracy Funk
Gizella Gabany
Danielle Greaves
Vern Hall
Judy & Wally Horowitz
Andrew Hromyak
Tai Hu
June Igarashi
Chris Jordan
Donna Jordan
April Koonce & Allen Martin
Patricia & Dirk Leasure
Nancy Leonard
John Letang
Lori Levengood
Lyndsay Maher
Paula Mason
Linda & Thomas Mellina
Ryan Metheny
Michael Mulder
Susan & Dale Paynter
Nancy & Michael Potthast
Beverly Quin
Jana Resch
Velbeth Reyes
William Rogers
Debbie & Thomas Serra
Rose Snipes
Jane Stuart
Elien Vermeulen
Ronald Virgin

Rena & Mac Watson
Beverly Werner
Angel Williams
Christiane & Ben Zeichner
Margaret Zivelonghi

CONTRIBUTORS 
($100-$249)
Anonymous
Barry Adams
Adam Adler
Lila Adwar
Paul Agius
Cathy & Raul Aldama
Laura Alioto
Helen Ando
Diana Anick
Jaume Ayguasanosa
David Bacon
David Baker
Kristen Balderston
Dail Barbour
Denise Barnes
JoBeth Barnes
Linda Barrett
Bruce Becker
Gerald Becker
Dinah Bee
Carolyn Bennett, MD
Melissa Benowitz
Laura Bernstein
Scott Bernstein

Aija Blitte
Darlene Bollack
Jessica Boston
Michael Boxer, MD
Patrice Boyland
Annette & Terry Boyne
Nan Bradley
Bill Branch
Bo Brault
Carol & Peter Bregman
Andrea & Ellis Brigman
Laura Brittain
Pat Bronos
Lou Burgese
Larry Burris
Bill Burrows
Brad Buttimer
Patrick Campbell
Janice Carmean
Maria Carpenedo
Mike Carpenter
Madison Carroll
Samuel Carroll
Barbara Carter
Ashley Cellar
Sudhir Chaudhary
Lily Cheung
Anita Chin
Byung Choi
Debra Chumsky
Angie Claypole
Shannon Coates-Layne

It is through the thoughtful generosity of so many that PDSA is able to fulfill its mission of enhancing the 
lives of people with ITP and other platelet disorders through education, advocacy, research and support. 
Each year, thousands of individuals, organizations, corporations, and foundations provide meaningful 
support through charitable gifts, membership, tributes in memory or honor of family and friends, 
sponsorships of programs, and special events.

Every gift is important and truly appreciated. The following lists recognize those who stepped forward to 
support our efforts in 2020.
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2020 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

Barbara & Gilbert Coats
Alex Cockerham
Andrew Cohen
Joanna Cole
Kristy Coleman
Dr. Conte & Ms. Parker
John Corbellini
Ahmed Daak
Deborah Dakin
Marjorie & Frank D’Ascensio
Bill Davison
Bryn Davis
Frank Deffes
Andrea Delmont
Amy Delzingaro
Melanie Denoon
Paul Denoon
Pamela & Robert DiPizzol
Mehul Desai
Jenny Despotovic, DO
Randi & Barry Deutsch
Judy Didier
Lori Distler
Nadine Djordjevic
Tiffany & John Donovan
Lindsey Doré
Helga Driedger
Lynn Dryburgh
Nathan Dyer
Edwards Lifesciences LLC
Joseph Elluzzi
Courtney Elmendorf
Janell & Daniel Eriks
Brian Esler
Nancy Esterl
Gregory Evans
Flores Family
Audrey & Gene Farmer
Tammy Fassett
Carol Feinberg
Karen Feldman
Tom Ferrara
Carol Fields
Emily Fiers
Brandy Fincham
Julie Fisher
Neil Fleitell
Dr. & Mrs. Ryan Flynn
Virginia Frank
Carey Franklin-Mcinnes
Mimi & Dave Frezza
Brad Fuehrer
Peggy Funk
Rhianna Funsten
Vicki Gaebe
Martina Gallagher
Domenica Gandini
Jonathan Garcia
Lanie Gastman
Audrey & Kevin Geiger
Ruth & Russell Genen
Rebecca Gewurtz
Robert Giampietro
Richard Giffen
Gift Scouts of CT, Inc.

Elaine Glickman
Melanie Goffinet
Jen & Jared Goldman
John Goodin
Kimberley Govert-Meris
Rachael Grace, MD
Carlyn & John Gramer
Stephanie Grant
Katherine Grasso
Marie-Eve Gregoire
Kelly Griffin
Maria Gross
Linda & Robert Guilmette
Janet Guthrie
Ed Guy
Linda Hachfeld
Abby & Jeff Hairston
Stephanie Halperin
Michael Halpern
Christopher Hamad
Rhonda & Howard 

Hammerman
Anne Marie Harman
Jonathan Harmon
Diane Harris
Alison Havel
Jessica Heale
Margo & Martin Hecht
Angela Height
Katherine Hernacki
Beau Herring
Stacy & Steve Hilliker
Katie Holm
Mary & Richard Horgan
Tiffany House
Abigail Howard
William Hudson
Anna Hultberg
Kat Hussey-Park
Donna Hydock
Shaw’s Ice Cream
Susumu Inoue, MD
Lori & Dick Ireland
Mark Irving
Kathy Jackson
Barbara & Jim Jacobs
Susan James
Joanne Janssen
Mark Jepp
Clayton Johnson
Marie & Kevin Johnson
Melissa Johnston
Ann & William Jones
Yvonne & Ralph Jones
Tom Joplin
Jo-Ellen & Edward Kandler
Deborah Katz-Downie
Loretta Kawaja
Lucie Keating
Francesca Kehoe
Gloria Keller
Donna Kerrick
Petra Kimsey
Loni Kirsch
Judith Klavans

John Klein
Anne Kohn
Susan Kolinger-Henninger
Robyn & Matthew Kontra
Christine & Thomas Kroeger
Bonnie Lam
Laura Langman
Adrienne Lapchuk
Sheri Lapidus
Jon Larson
Maria Lau
Andreea Lavrov, MD
Michael Ledin
June & Richard Lee
Olivia Lee
Suwanna & James Lee
Nicole & Tyler Leffel
Meda Lerner
Randi Lesnick
Bev & George Letcher
Jack Levitt
Robyn Levy
Barb Lewis
Joni & Alan Lichtin, MD
Daniel Logan
Lori London
Michele Lorenz
Andrea & Bobby Ludwig
Cathy Lungen
James Lyons
Wilda & Richard Lyons
Jessi MacLeod
Pam & Dan Maher
Maple City Savings Bank, FSB
Tod Markelj
Noreen Markley
Tammy Maroney
Peter Martin
Esteban Masuda
Johana Mathis
Miki Matsushima
Jen May
Edward McAllister
Arthur McCoy
Susan McDonald
Marilynn & Patrick McGuirl
Jack McSherry
Sunil Mehta
Julie Melendez
Susan Mendelsohn
Joyce Messier
Beth & Jeffrey Miller
Stan Mohler
Kathleen & Don Mooradian
Patricia & Thomas Morris
Kathryn & Frank Moss
Rebecca & Steve Mostello
Susan Mowatt
Saime & Simon Munir
Nancy Myers
Karen & Randy Nelson
Helen & John Nilsen
Anna Nixon
Diane Nugent, MD
John O’Connell

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($20,000+)
Katharine McCleary

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($10,000-$19,999)
Joan & Richard Jordan
Cheri & Derek Zimmerman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($5,000-$9,999)
Arlene & David Horowitz
Ashley & Greg Randolph
Joyce & Dale Zimmerman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($3,000-$4,999)
Madeline & John Hromyak

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($2,000-$2,999)
Cindy & J. Philip Ayliff
Sherrill Hudson
Barbara & Peter Pruitt, Jr.

Julie & Michael Spieker
Deborah Weed

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($1,000-$1,999)
Anonymous
Susan & John Atkinson
Gigi Barry
Mary & James Benvenuto
Amita & Ranjive Bhalla
Brendan Cameron
Michele & Darren 

Chocholek
Dru Davies
Jennifer & Luigi DiRaimo
Kim & Jim Everett
Mitchell Faccio
Kathleen & Steven 

Frederick
Jan & Steve Gardner
Terry Gernsheimer, MD
Jen & Benjamin Grimes
Kim & Rodney Hall
Kristin Henrikson & Jon 

Brandt
Patricia & Bennett 

Henrikson
Noelle & Mat Heyman
Karen & David Imig
Mary & James Ingmire

Jerry Jones
Emily & Kris Kile
Louise Kittel Mason
Jennifer & Bob Krueger
Caroline & Ken Kruse
Diane & Arthur Levin
Jenn & Andy Lindal/For 

the Love of Gracie
Marcy Luffman
Victor Luis
Karin Magnuson
The McGuirl Family
Irma & Daniel Miles
Jeanne & Dan Pinnell
Shirley & Peter Pruitt, Sr.
Patricia L. Pulley
Virginia Rennie
Toni Roberge
Karen Rosenbaum & Ben 

McClinton
Jody & Jon Shy
Theresa & Tony Waxlax
Joseph Winter
Barbara & Stanley 

Woolever
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Cheryl Ohashi
Lori Olszewski
Shawn-Laree O’Neil
Kathleen Ottobre
Jennifer Page
Angelo Pagura
Tracey Parker
Bonnie Patterson
Ashley Perez
Sandra Petryschuk
Jeanette Pidi Design LLC
William Pisciotta
Stuart Plotkin
Janice & Alan Pohlman
Brian Pomianowski
Susan Potel
Chitra Prasad
David Priestly
Alexis Ramirez
Angela Ramos
Jessica Randolph
Melissa Randolph
Stasia Randolph
Alisha Reiben
Kristen & Steven Reinsel
Nancy & Christian Ricks
Sarah Robbins
Armando Rodriguez
Raul Rodriguez
Lynn & Peter Roknich
Don Rolph
Melissa Rose
Paula Rosenthal
Beth Russell
Tyler Russell
Alex Ryals
Liza Ryan
Marlyce & James Rysavy
Ronald Said
Heidi Salazar
Tarek Sallam
Brian Salles
Scott Sanderson
Dave Santos
Barbie Sauve
Sandra Scheel
Beth & Rich Schermerhorn
Dean Schorno
Elizabeth Schweinsberg
Joseph Sclafani
Robert Scofield
Lon Sears
Barbara Shane
Sari Shapira
Thomas Sharkey
Erica Shaw
Suzanne & Robert Shaw
Kelly Sheffield
Haley & Nathan Shimanek
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Shoen
Christine Shultz
Jake Siegel
Marc Siegel
Beth Siegelbaum
Victoria Siu

Catherine & John Slavin
Maria Smid
Michelle Smith
Joseph Sollicito
Brittany Soto
Patricia & Gerald Spaniol
James Spence
Grandma & Pop Spindler
Jim Spindler
Kumar Sreenivasan
Nancy & Neil Staub
Gail Strachan & David 

Bannon
Terri Struthers
Don Svet
Jennifer Tabak
Judi & Howard Teig
Robin Thiel
Kathleen Thomas
Paul Thompson
Mireille Threlkel
Theresa Thrower
Jill & Matt Tillinghast
Taylor Tilson
Sheryl Totte
Gayle & Bill Travis
Peter Van Beckum
Paul Van Buren
Jaime Vannoord
Rev. William Vogelsang
Robert Waldman
Dale Wartluft
Holly Wayne
Pam & Tom Wehner
Darlene Weinmann
James Wharton
Tammi Wilkins
Barbara & Henry Williams
Pam Wilson
Patricia & Albert Wimmer
Roger Winkelhake
Jacquelyn Winn
Nicole Worthing
Lucy Yan
Joan Young
Allison Yuzuki
Joseph Ziegler

FRIENDS  
($50-$99)
Jane Acker
Carol Ader
Lisa & Christopher Aebli
Julie & Paul Agius
Janet Ahrens
Karina Ahuatzi
Diane Alaggia
Emily Aldama
Mitch Alvillar
Regina Amos
Janet & Mark Anderson
Kathryn Anderson
Susan Anderson & Scott 

Larson
Joseph Applegate

Athena & Michael Baglio
Angelique Bailey-Guy
Terri Baker
Emily Balerna
Susan Ballard
Lynette Bartelt
Wassim Basheer
Julie Bason
Jeffrey Bauman
Thomas Bazinet
Barbara Bean
Elaine Beigelman
Lisa Bernstein
Helen Bevacqua
Somasekhar Bhamidipati
Miriam Bhamjee
Bonnie Birns
Leonard Bjorkman
Sheri Bleau
Caroline & Bo Blundell
Cathy Boggs
Deborah Bollinger
Kimberly Bowden-Adair
Nancy Boyd
Kelly Anne Branco
Helen Breen
Sheryl Briggs
Chris Brown
Jean Brown
Joanne Brown
Laurie Burns
Ann Burton
Jodi Burzynski
Renae Bushman
Susan Butler
Melissa Cafferty
Teresa Canter
Kristine Carlile
Kit Carlson
Connie Carroll-Hopkins & 

Mark Hopkins
Sally & Lee Carter
Olivia Chamberlain
William Chase
Frank Chen
Yan Chen
Lily Cheung
Amanda Chou
Krista Christian
Cynthia Chu & Peter McAteer
Livia Chyurlia
Lynn Cipriano
Reggie Claflin
Carla Cleary
Vanessa Clermont
Gary Cloes
Samantha Colaiacovo
Lisa Cooper
Marty Cooper
Matt Cordaro
Susan Cosgrove
Ed Couch
Debbie & Richard Couture
Sandra Cullen
Carol Dagney

Christine Davies
Lisa Davis
Katherine Davis & Keith 

McCrae, MD
Frankie Daw
David De Leonardis
Larry Dearman
Melanie & Will Deaver
Kimberly DeFeo
Stacie Delaney
Lisa Deutsch
Laurie Devaney
John DiRaimo
Cindy Diamond
Josie Diaz & Daniel Torre
Mary Ann & Benedetto 

Donatelli
Dawn Donihue-Knapp
Maureen Donovan
Kathy & William Donze
Gregory Dowling
Cecelia Downey
Cecelia Downs
Janet Doyle
Nancy Doyle
Zena Drake
Mary Dzuro
Lib Elder
Marisa Eng
Mark Etienne
Adele & Glen Evans
Bernard Eydt
Stig Faanes
Eric Fairchild
Lynn & Michael Fedonchik
Steven Fein, MD
Phyllis Felsenfeld
Jill Ferrara
Rosemarie Ferrara
Erin Flynn
Michele Follonier
Michelle Foster
Tamra Fowler
Ben Franco
Lawrence Freson
Carole Friedberg
Erin Fuller
Jwalesh Gandhi
Julie & B.L. Garnett
Angelica Garzon
Thomas Gentsch
Lola George
Jane Gettier
Jimmy Gilbreath
Linda Gill
Jodi Gladstone
Marcia Goldstick
Odette Gomez
Nancy Gore
Karen Goss
Melinda & John Gragnani
MJ Grant
Diane Gray
Marian & Dana Green
Steve Grey

Grillin’ Wings & Things
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Groman
Hazel & Ted Gull
Dolores Guy
Jennifer Hardin
Mindy Haring
Bill Haskell
Tina Hawkins
Samantha Haynes
Sherrill Heinrichs
Lee Hemberg
Elizabeth Hemming
Eric Hernandez
Lisa Hexter
Keri Hirschkorn
Linette & Derrick Hoelscher
Ann Holden
Nicole Hoover
Riley Hoover
Pamela & Charles Horner
Benoit Huard
Gordon Hudson
Myrna Ibrahim
Marsha & Richard Inman
Shelly & James Innes
Janice & Joseph Ippolito
Nancy Jackson
Jennifer Janson
Cerecedeso Jauregui
Gaby & Thomas Jerles
Norma Jett
Cel Johnson
Sharilyn Johnson
Thomas Jones
Diane Joppie
Michelle Jordan
Zbigniew Jusis
Valette Kaufman
Charles Kelleher
Linda Kilchenstein & 

Matthew Dittrich
Bonnie Kilianek
Nedra & Tim Kingsbury
Brian Klassen
Bette & Robert Knight
Adrienne Kraushaar
Karthika Krishna Kumar
Dorrie & Phil LaMarr
Robert Lamell
Susan Landwehr
Margie & Dale Lane
Timothy Lapchuk
Gabby & Lucas Laubisch
Stevie Lay
Maya Lazar
Christine & Terry Lehman
Ulla Lehtonen
Alan Levitt
Marjo Lindberg
Lois Lineal
Lindsay Lippert
Hernan Litman-Schatz
Anita Luckhaupt
Keith MacDonald
Lindsey MacHendrie
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Income Funding

How The Funds Were Used

Programs $712,223 
General & Administrative $114,221 
Fund Raising $59,561

Total $886,005

Net Assets at end of Year (accumulated) $3,422,336 

Contributions $150,681 
Corporate Sponsorships & Grants $1,110,488 
Conference Fees $446,845 
Membership Dues $136,519 
Research Donations $56,632 
Sales, Investment Income & Other Revenue $128,218

Total $2,029,383

55% 
Corporate 

Sponsorships  
& Grants

7% 
Contributions

6% 
Sales, Investment 
Income & Other 
Revenue

3% 
Research Donations

22% 
Conference  

Fees
7% 
Membership Dues

80% 
Programs 7% 

Fund Raising

13% 
General & 
Administrative
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Sandra Madar
James Maher
William Mahlburg
Mindy & Peter Makuta
Katie Marinelli
Michael Marino
Rhonda Marsden
Lauren Marsh
Rebecca Martin
Joleen Mayhew
Tom McAteer
Pam McCarthy
Cassie McClure
Jill McCormick
Amy McGregor-Radin & Robert 

Radin
Elisa & Mike McHolan
Kirsten McQueen
Manuela & Stephen McShane
Linda & Stephen Meisel
Teresa Melnick
Nadine Meltz
Tom Micallef
Sandra Miller
Christina Miranda
Matt Misavage
Lesley Mitchell
Lisa Monaco
Claudia Montuori
Barbara Morris
Blake Morris
Kim Morris
Nancy Morrison
Mike Morrow
Jennifer Mueller
Trish Muscat
Shelley & Dean Myers
Tracey Myers
Daniel Mytych
Gayle Naar
Ilene Naddeo
Dianne Napolitano
Ellen Nathe
Susan Newcomb
Kelsey Newman
Stacy Newman
Beatrice Nolan
Beth Nowak
Bamidele Obaitan
Vickie Oldham
Rosalia Olson
OneHope
Patsy Ostergaard
Andrew Ostroth
Mary Pachman
Joy Pakkianathan
Theresa & Lawrence Panzeri
Linda Pappas
Gary Park
Michele Park
Mimi Park
Hugh Parker
Mitchell Parker
Patricia Parks
Payal Patel

Neelam Patel & Shailen Bhatt
Yojan Patel
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Pavlik
Cathy & James Peitz
Natalia Peralta
Rebecca Perretta
Sara Peterson
Tammy Petticoffer
Barbara & Ralph Phibbs
William Pickles
Julie Postma
Frank Priest
Donna Pritchard
Earl Puzon
Angela Racoosin
Carlos Ramos
Tomilynn Rando
Maria & Andy Rash
Karen & David Rathbun
Melinda & Robert Rayder
Helen Reasoner
Pamela Rehbein Ramroth
Richard Reilly
James Richman
Joane Roane
Rebekah Rogers
Helene Roiger
Kathy & Ronald Rolfe
Charles Rossner
Susie Ryan
Carolina Salazar
Rolando San Roman
Catherine & Stanley Sandler
Sanford Lab Bismarck
Christopher Scheuer
Janet & David Schlabach
Rodger Schmid
Lindsey Schnitt
Katherine Scott
Porcher & Michael Scott
Trent Sechrest
Linda Sellers
Louanne Sestak
Cynthia Shaw
Roy Shrauger
Pam & Ron Siegel
Mindy Silberg
Tara Silberg
Lisa Simpson
Paul Singh
David Slaughter
Robert Slocum
Charlene Smith
Erin Smith
Heidi Smith
Kristen Smith
Lisa Smith
Adrienne Smith Cooper
Teresa Sommers
Omer Soykan
Kathryn Spinks
Elizabeth Spivey
Vanessa Spring
Julie Stevenson
Marian Stirrup
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Gail Strachan & David Bannon
Danny Stubbs
Luis J. Sued Castro
Kenneth Sullivan
Erin Sulski
Sue Swartzlander
Maryann Sweet
Bert Swift
Denise Sykes
Lois Syth
Halina Szelagowicz
Katsuko Takahashi
Hayley Tesser
Missy Thomas
Judy Tropp
Lisa Tiessen
Jackie Tillery
Sydney Tilman
Jim Tokar
Angela Torcivia
William Torpey
Kelly Torres
Jill Trusock
Susan Tucker
Sheila & John Vaccaro
Martha Van Der Mersch
Rich Van Jaeckel
Tamara Vanek
Danielle Vangruber
Sylvia & Henry Varnadore
Derek Vaughan
Marsha & Bryan Vifquain
Stephanie Von Obstfedler
Joyce Vyhnanek
Linda Wagar
Randall Walker
Wendy Wallin
Joanna & William Watson
Parker Watt
Julie Wells
Jennifer Wheelehon
Laura & Kevin White
Jo Whitehill
Lillian Whitford
Pamela Wildeman
Holly Williams
Erika Winchell
Susan Wingert
Scott Wirick
Carrie Wise
Dr. Gertie Witte
Scharome Wolfe
Thomas Wood
Charlene Yanchik
Iris & Eric Yang
Patricia Young
Shardae Young
John Zavitz
Alison Zemell
Lan Zheng
Rita Zimmer
Helen & Frederick Zingman
Robin Zuckerman
Meghan Zuercher

MEMBERS  
($25-$49)
Lorie Abdul
Shawna & Daryl Abrams
Connie Agius
Daniel Aguilar
Carol Albaugh
Wes Albright
Chris Aldama
Dana Alsobrook
Tawnya Ambekar
Cynthia Andrews
Erica Angioletti
Calli Anibas, MD
Sarah Aoun
Christina Apgar
Irene Arcas
Mary Archer
Aurica Ionella Ardelean
Tamara Arden
Paige Arthur
Gail Asbury
Shailabh Atal
Audrey Atkins
Lori Atkinson
Jennifer Aultman
Jeff Austin
Esther Avon
Jill Axelrod
Tara Azzarello
Eileen Backes
Charity Backs
Louise & Daniel Bahr
Catharine Bandel
Peggy Banks
Debra & Louis Barbone
Barbara Bare
Kathryn Barr
Barbara Barrett
Anne Barry
Patricia Basko
Willis Bateman
Kathy Bauhof
Amanda Beach
Pam Beck
Cara Bedwell
Richard Beierle
Molly Beigelman
William Bennett
Jacqueline Berger
Michell Bernard
Char Betken
Alina Bezdikian
Melissa Bible
Norma Binkley
Evan Bisson-Iacasse
Elizabeth Bitler
Charlotte Blankfield
Dennis Blue
Joanne & William Blum
Marilyn Blum
Molly Blumenfeld
Daniel Boehm
Maggie Bomengen

Ruth & Joseph Bonfield
Michael Bordovsky
Patricia Borges
Haley Borin
Monica Bosson
Kathy Boucquey
Sarah Boughton
Pamela & John Bowers
Lori Bowles
Ralph Brady
John Brandt
Virginia Branscom
Carol Braverman
Lee Breitmayer
Deborah Brett
Shirley Breuker
Robert Brigantic
Jane Bronson
Bonnie Brown
Ann Browne
Mary Buchanan
Alysia Buckingham
Kristina Budde
Joan Burke
Taryn Burleson
Sue Burrough
Stephanie Bush
Cory Bushman
Betty Callister
Judy Cammelot
Gwen Canter
Terri Capps-Schlundt
Carolina & Marko Cardenas
Tammy Carver
Nurit Caspi
Christie Catalano
Cynthia Cham-Jordan
Kim Chanowitz
Shannon Chapdelaine
Davy Charlottenfeld

Sara Charvat
Tai Chen
JoNel Chensky
Renee Chillemi
Phyllis Chillingworth
Kamalakar Chintamaneni
Jill Chmelko
Hyeong-Ah Choi
Paula Christenson
Edward Christianson
Catherine Christopher
Cheryl Chubinskin
Santino Cicco
Mark Ciesielski
Bobbie Cipriano
Peter Clark
Wallie & Willard Clark
Deb & Steve Claypole
Jessica & Corey Clements
Ian Clowes
Jane Coakley
Carole Coffee
Vera Coggins
Anitra Cole
Sheri & Mike Cole
Elizabeth Collings
Michael Collins
Robert Collins
Luis Combe
Sara Combes
Patricia Conry
Jennifer Considine
Nancy Cooper
Marlene Cooper Williams
Pascale Cormier & Peter 

Barrette
Ann Marie Costa
Kole Costello
Molly Cotter
Cheri Coughlin

Anneliese & James Cowan
Jennifer Cox
Maryellen Cox
Carol & Douglas Crowley
Marlys & Richard Cutshall
Pam Dacey
Patricia & Allen Dahringer
Kimberly Daigle
Erin Damstra
Sharon Dawson
Joyce & Gary Day
Diane & Louis De Blasio
Eleanor De Hart
Cindy Decker
Sharilyn Deerman
Kyle DeGolyer
Katherine Dehmer
Lora Delgado
Nancy DellaPorta
MaryAnn DelRusso
Louie Despeaux
Louise & John DeStefano
Valerie Deutsch
Ravinder Dhamija
Patty & Patsy DiChiara
Shannon Dilday
Joanne Dillahunty
Shirley DiMatteo
Jessica DiNapoli
Jennifer DiViesti
Katherine & Steve Doctor
Caroline Domanska
Katrina Donaghy
Vera Donahue
John Donnelly
Cheryl Doolin
Gail Doran
Steven Dorland
Shea Dotson
Theresa Dotson
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Peggy & Wayne Douberley
Carolyn Draper
Sandra Drengacz
Ruth Driedger
Latifa Duckson
Matt Dunaway
Wendy Duncan
Aline Dunn
Charlene Dury
Catherine & William Eagan
Nancy & Jack Easton
Amy Eaton
Arianna Edwards
Bob Edwards
Margaret Edwards
Forrest Elliott
Pauline Ellsworth
Regina Engel
Sylvia & Joachim Engel
Phillip Englert
Jill Engmark
Barbara Enkling
Suzanne & Peter Erndwein
Sheena Escojido
Brenda Fahy
Nicole Farish
Caroline Farkas
Kerry & Robin Farney
Shannon Fauth
Waliullah Fazal
Zipora Feiner
Betsy Feinstein
Jen Feldman
Sara Ferebee
Veronica & Desie Fernandez
Jackie & Louis Ferrantino
Jean Field
Bethany Fimmel
Michael Fincher
Lauren Fitzgerald
Megan Fleming
Debra Floriani
Michelle Foco
Wayne Fogle
Dorothy & Joseph Fontana
Sharon Forbes
Monica Forshner
Nicholas Forth
Mark Fox
Gerard & Jeanne Fraioli
Jennifer Franco
Heather Frank
Allana & Raulo Frear
Karen Frederick
Lucie Fremeau
Janice Frezel
Derek Fritz
Mark Fuller
Angela Gagliardi
Mimi Gaimes
Cheryl Gascon
Judith & Robert (Bob) 

Gasdorf
Adam Gasior

Abizer Gaslightwala
Ann & Pete George
Peter Gesuale
Liana Gettel
Evelyn Gilbert
Margot Gill
Bryan Glenn
Darren Glick
Angela Glover
Carol Goding
Alisa & Steven Gold
Laura & James Golding
Jacqueline Gomez
Paula Gomez
Stephanie Gonzalez
Claire Gordon
Mary Jo & James Gordon
Pamela Gordon
Better Gorning
Erich Gottl
Cassandra Gould
Patrick Grant
Gary Grasso
Ann Gray
Carol & John Gray
Dianne Gribben
Lovie Griffin
Beth Grossman
Linda Guber
Lauren Gubrud
Gloria Guelleme
Patricia & Gary Guinther
Carla Gabriela Guizzo
Gwen Gustafson-Zook
Betsy & Donald Guy
Michelle Guzman
Tyler Haacker
Martin Habalewsky
Joanne Hadad
Barbara Hagedorn
Annmarie Hajduch Jones & 

Rodney Jones
Rebecca Hall
Cali Halperin
Zachary Halperin
Jaime Hamelin
Michael Hamlin
Sean Hance
Dianne Hansen
Mary Hansen
Linda Hanson
Ruth Harders
Sara Hardig
Desire Hardy
Kalah Hardy
Michelle Harper
Erin Harris
Bri Hartke
Terry Hartzel
Melanie Hashmi
Pauline Hasund
Josie Hatem
Shaan Hathiramani
Laurie Haughey

Bethany Hayes
Carol Hayes
Sandra Hedges
Brenda Heister
Tracy Hemann
Amy Henin
Tracey Hennessey
Patricia & Dennis Henry
Eli Herman
Sonia Hernandez
Shawn Hexter
Brandi Higgins
Youssef Hijazi
Tonya R. Hileman
Drew Hilger
Jane Hill
Stephanie & Robert Hindman
Rose Mary & Brett Hinsch
Ellen Hochman
Billy Hodges
Lindsey Hoefft
Lori Hoffman
Mary Lou Hoffman
Jamie Holiman
Samantha Hollis
Sheila Holmes
Elaine Holsey
Aimee Holtzman
Penny & Mike Hopper
Karen Hopson
Willa Horton
Pat Howes
Louis Hughes
Matthew Hunt
Linda Hunter
Terri Hurbis
Erika Hurtado & Douglas 

Dupont
Luetta Hyronimus
Diane & Pete Infante
Anna Ingles
Rami Intriago
Amber Irwin-Michiels
Larry Iwen
David Jarman
Maureen & Robert Jelloe
Wendy Jensen
Ripu Jindal
Jennifer Johnson
Sam Johnson
Jeff Jones
Lynn Jones
Rachel Jones
Donna & James Jorgenson
Araceli Juarez Cabrera
Joanna Jutte
Judy Kamin
Ashley Kanney
Judith Karbowski
Yannick Katirai
Beverly & Marc Kauffman
Patricia Joan Kawaa
Joanna Keeler
Alleiah Keeley

Kathleen & Robert Keir
Lydia & Gregory Kelbach
Nancy Kellell
Karen Kelly
Angie Kempf
Billie Jo Kennedy
Sara Keppler
Michael Kidney
Genevieve Kilianek
Tanya Kimbrough
Kathy Kirstine
Amanda Kleinhuis
Victoria Kleinmunz
Darl Kline
Jack Klugerman
Pat & Thomas Koppinger
Christine Kovacs
Brooke & Robert Kramb
Deanna Kraszewski
Nina Krifuks
Sharyn Krueger
Liz Kruzel
Sandi & Denis Kwiatkowski
Sharon Labban
Teresa LaGaipa
Cameron Lakatos
Joanne Lamb
Sally & Thomas Lambert
Suzanne & Lamendola
Bethany Langevin
Helga Lapidus
Douglas Lapp
June Latine
Martha Lauf
Debra Lawrence 
Alison Lawson
Larry Lay
Lauren Lay
Sonya Lea
Elana Lebolt
Stuart Lee
Lada Leffler
Aaron Lefton
Michelle Legault
Josef Leizerowitz
Jonathan Lerner
Carolyn Leski
Beatrice & Gerald Levine
Alice & Barry Levitin
Charles Lewis
Ann-Maree Leyden
Beth Lipsky
Dana Litteken
Helenia Lively
Jennifer & Anthony Livorse
Mary Lobalbo
Jeanene Loesch
Jimmy Loftin
Luke Lonas
Joann Loomis
Marina Lopez-Fleming & Jim 

Fleming
Bridget Lorentz
Lisa Loesto

Mary Ann & James Louison
Rachel Louison
Valerie Love
Liliana Lozano
Matthew Lucas
Diane Luft
Jenny Lundberg
Patti Lustig
Carol & Lenny Lustrino
Linda Lyons
Maureen Madigan
Stephanie Malmstrom
Caroline Mancha
Sunil Manchanda
Ashley Manczka
Jean Marconett
Pamela Markison
Oliver Markowitz
Danielle Marks
Sharon & Garrett Marks
Elly Marsh
Cynthia Martin
Robert Martin
Christian Martine
Susan Mask
Sydney Masten
Marybeth Matrone
Susan & Harry Matthews
Mary & Robert Maxwell
Chanelle McCampbell
Laura McCoy
Michelle McCrumb
Rebecca McFadden
Phyllis McLaughlin
Deana McMillan
Linda Meador
Claudia Medrano
Benjamin Meixell
William Merritt
Karen Mesnick
Thomas Methven
Brenda Meyerson
Theresa Miceli
Larry Michnick
Muriel Midon
Mary Mikrut
Susan Mikrut
Jodi Miller
Kristy Miller
Linda Miller
Judy Minsley
Christina Mithcell
Ravi Mittal
Claudia Mlotok
Kevin Moll
Joanne Mollinger
Rita Mondello
Tracy Monfort
Paula Mong
Patricia & Robert Monigle
Sharon Moore
Sharon & Thomas Moore
Nancy Morabito
Konrad Moraga

www.pdsa.org  |  25



2020 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

Matthew Morden
Sharon & Randy Morgan
Fabrizzio Morocho
Elsa & Steven Morrick
Joan Morrill
Peggy Morris
Susan Morris
Kate Morrison
Wanda Mortensen
Sharon & Mark Mulder
Carol & James Mullis
Tobias Munk
Corinne Murphy
Joan Murphy
Mary Muscat
Lauren Nackman
Robin Nagel
Paul Nealy
Denise Neaphen
Linda Neff
Jodi Neil
Perla & Ernanie Neri
Carol Netta
Debra & Phillip Netz
Rachel Netz
Laura & Spencer Neufeld
Christine Nicholl
Heather Nienaber
Jean Niewalk
Diane Nix
Anne Noonan
Sandra Norris
Alberto Nunez
Kathy Oaks
Phylis O’Brien
Marsha O’Donnell
Peggy O’Donnell
Ronald Oelke
Elsa O’Farrell
Adrienne Offenberg
Christine Olagundoye
Kerry O’Leary
Kristen Olson
Elizabeth Ong
Karen Orenstein
Joseph O’Rourke
Nybe Otterstone
Samantha Paetow
Steve Pallagi
Karen Panabaker
Allison Parker
Amanda Parker
Jennifer Parker
Pamela Parker
Karen & RH Parks
Tudor Octavian Pascu
Carla Patterson
Dolores & Anthony Pedalino
Alyson Peipert
Noel Pellerin
Patty Peloquin
Karen Peltier
Douglas Pemberton

Cheryl Penney
Tony Perretta
Renata Perrizo
Tanya Peters
Robert Petrucci
Hannah Pewitt
Linda Pflug
Dawn Phillips
Philothei Phoenix
Kelsey Plucinik
Ann & Arthur Plutzer
Mariette Poirier
Aman Popli
Jeannine Potzler
Patricia Preston
Elsie Price
Mark Price
Harold Prichard
Madonna Priore
Phyllis Puiia
Lillian Quackenbush
Terry Rainwater
Robert Ramirez
Dori Ramon
Manuel Ramon
Michael Randolph
Ravi Rasaputra
Jerry Reese
Sara Reesor
Melinda Reid
Rachel Reid
Jaimee Reinertsen
Cindy Rendl
Shirley Rennon
Laura Resburg
Jerry Rettig
Alison Ricca
Lisa Rice
Dezirae Richey
Rollin Richman
Tricia Riggs
Jamie Riley
Marilyn Rio
Leslie Rios
Rose Rios
Nikki Ritcher
Bryan Rivers
Barbara & Alan Robbins
Blake Robbins
Adriana Roberts
Debbie & Harry Roberts
Ana Rodriguez
Sylvie Rollins
Robert Romano
Klaus Römer
Jeffrey Ronning
Els Roozenburg
Ann Rose
DEiane Roseberry
Jennifer Rosenberg
Roberta Rosenberger
Edwin Rosenquist
Cynthia Rosenstein

Brigitte Ross-Gwin
Nancy Rozenbojm
Barbara & Norman Ruber
Allison Rudrum
Michael Russell
Robert Russell
Mary Helen & Thomas Ryan
Linda Rysberg
Lisa & Steven Sack
Pamela Saddler
Laura Salgar
Zakare Salifu
Kelly Samuels
Kristen Sanders
Catherine Sarup
Ina Scanlon
Christine Scaplen
Meredith Schaefer
Pamela & Steven Scheets
Suzzanne Schermerhorn
Jackie Scherr
Patti Schrader
Jennifer Schroeder
Ziva Schuchman
Jasa Schumacher
Olivia Schwartz
Tammy Schwartz-Strobel
Karen & Larry Schwilk
Steve Sclafani
Marie Seery
Mary Segebart
David Seidl
Barbara Shade
Jack Shayo
Joyce Sheets
Evelyn Sheffield
Mel Shelly
Kayleigh Shettleworth
Deborah Short Siemer
Joanne Shoulders
Jennifer Shriver
Brenda Shy
Hilda Sierra
Robert Silver
Mary & Byron Singleton
Laurette Skidmore
Sarah Skipper
Vivienne Smietana
Heidi Smith
Julie Smith
Karen Smith
Katherine Smith
Reginald Smith
Marjorie Smithhisler
Mark Smothers
Elizabeth Snyder
Anna Marie Sobun
Lisa Sommer
Brina Soni
Daniel Dorrels
Elaine Souds
Vickie Southerland
Tone Sovik

Regenia Spangler
Marlene Spicher
Patricia Spinelli
Kelly Sprinkles
Ilene & Michael Squillace
David Stagnitti
Carole Stanger
Nancy Stark
Becky Stauber
Ebba Steenbach
Aida & Eli Stefan
Shirley Steier
Jill Steinberg
Emma Stephens
Richard Stern
Esther Stevens
Chelsey Stewart
Laurie Stoeckert
Glenda Stormes-Bice
Sabine Stoss
Rose Anne Suffrin
Becky Sulko
Ashley Sullivan
Sally Sullivan
Deborah Sutton
Amy Swain
Debby Swanson
Mary Jayne Szablicki
Christopher Szachacz
Monika Szelagowicz
Elizabeth Szokup
David Takacs
Jennifer Teper
Tami Teshima
Maryann Testa
Michael Testa
Mary Thomas
Lauren Thompson
Christoph Thonfeld
Gwen Thornton
TisBest Philanthropy
Heather & James Topcik
Amy Traut
Lana Trivuncic
Thomas Trotzer
Sandra Truitt
Elizabeth Tull Laureano
Mary & Bruce Turner
Sonya Turner
Mary Ursillo
Airianna Vaassen
Brian Valentine
Amity Valet
Linda Van Coillie
Wendi Van Eldik
Joyce VanderWeide
Jessica VandeVelde
Subramanian Vasudevan
Nancy & Henry Verity
Linda & Chris Verschuren
Grover Vines
Olivia Waldenberg
Grace & Stephen Walker

Becky Walkowiak
Sarah & William Wallace
Joyce Walsh
Rose Walsh
Diana Wang
Nadine Wang
Bruce Ward
Gary Ward
Kathryn Ward
Pamela Ward
Dee Watkins
Gwendolyn Wattley
Suzanne Waybrant
Louann Weaver
Al Weeks
Ellen Weiman
Lorraine Weinhardt
Ellen Weiss
Dawn Weitzel
Ruth & Chester Wells
Lisa Westerterp
Dennis Wheelus
Sally White
Suzanne Whiteford
Denise Whitehead
Mr. & Mrs. Autwelle L. 

Whyte
Stanley Wiernik
Ronald Wiesman
Joelle Wilcox
Rachel Wilkinson
Derrick Willard
Jennifer Williams
LaJune Willians
Megan Williams
Debbie Wilson
Hannah Wilson
Heather Wilson
Pamela Wilson
Janet Winghart
Michal Winograd
Donna Winter
Amy Wise Foster
Laura Witczak
Holden Witkoff
Megan Wittenberg
Florence Witzeman
Deborah Wolohan
Janice Wood
Daniel Wool
Dayanne & Jeffrey 

Writtenhouse
William Wunder
Susan Yoshimura
Rich Zakoor
George Zakrzewski
Mike Zelin
Kenneth Ziskin
Janet Zolezzi
Noa & Teddy Zwick
Jessica Zwierzynski
Amanda Zylstra
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BOARD, MEDICAL ADVISORS, AND STAFF

Donald Arnold, MD
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON Canada

James Bussel, MD
Cornell University
New York, NY

Douglas Cines, MD
University of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Nichola Cooper, MD
Hammersmith Hospital
London, United Kingdom

Terry Gernsheimer, MD
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Andra James, MD
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC

Craig Kessler, MD
Georgetown University
Washington, DC

David Kuter, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA

Michele Lambert, MD
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Members of the PDSA staff, Medical Advisors, and Board (L to R) PDSA Research Coordinators Jared 
Whitman and Alexandra Kruse, President & CEO Caroline Kruse, Michael Tarantino, MD, David 
Kuter, MD, Michelle Lambert, MD, Board Chair Peter Pruitt, Craig Kessler, MD, John Semple, PhD, 
and James Bussel, MD.

Howard Liebman, MD
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

Diane Nugent, MD
University of California, Irvine 
School of Medicine
Orange, CA

Drew Provan, MD
Barts & The London Queen 
Mary’s School of Medicine
London, United Kingdom

John Semple, PhD
Lund University
Lund, Sweden

PDSA Medical Advisors

Michael Tarantino, MD
The Bleeding & Clotting 
Disorders Institute
Peoria, IL

Emeritus
Robert McMillan, MD
Scripps Research Institute
La Jolla, CA

PDSA Staff
Caroline Kruse 
President and CEO

Jeff Cooper 
Website and Social Media 
Manager

Jennifer DiRaimo 
Research Program Manager 

Brenda Foster 
Administrative Manager

Teri Howe 
Director of Development and 
Communications

Emily Innes 
Programs and Marketing 
Associate Your PDSA Staff.

Loni Kirsch 
Administrative Assistant

Alexandra Kruse 
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When it comes to the ITP community, PDSA has 20/20 vision – a clear commitment to 
improving ITP patient health outcomes and quality of life through patient-centered research.

RESEARCH can change the lives of ITP patients.
And, working together, so can we.

Our efforts are strengthened and more successful with YOU on our side. The charitable support of the 
ITP community has allowed us to:

   Prioritize patient needs and lead advancements in ITP research,

   Invest $180,000+ in funding toward nine (9) original ITP research studies,

   Author countless scientific articles and publications on the ITP condition, and

   Administer the one and only ITP Natural History Study Patient Registry, an invaluable global collection 
of patient data which serves to inform ITP research and treatment development - and now includes 
the COVID-19 & ITP Research Survey.

Donations to the 20/20 ITP Research Campaign directly support PDSA’s Research Program.

Your generosity will reinforce our collective influence on ITP patient-centered research and will bring 
about new answers, findings, and remedies for the ITP community.

Make a difference today at pdsa.org/20-20research
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