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Mission
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 
the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 
platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

      From the
President & CEO

I am pleased to share PDSA’s 2019 Annual Report with you. 
The following pages provide an overview of our work 

throughout the year — highlighting efforts in research, 
advocacy, education, and support, and recognizing the generosity 

and impact of people like you who play a vital role in PDSA’s 
continued success.

2019 was a momentous year. As we advanced our mission to enhance the lives of 
those living with ITP, our work centered on the patient experience. We consistently 
brought the patient voice to the forefront — concentrating on personal journeys, 
symptoms, treatment struggles, and fears — to increase awareness and to best 
articulate the real challenge of living with ITP. The patient voice is central to 
influencing research, informing the medical community and industry partners, and 
furthering the development of effective treatments.

We are proud to have brought the ITP patient perspective “to the table” with 
the FDA through an Externally-led Patient Focused Drug Development 

(EL-PFDD) Meeting hosted during our annual conference in Washington, 
D.C.  This monumental event was a highlight of the year and a 
meaningful way to kick off the 2019 ITP Patient Conference, our largest 
attended to date. PDSA also experienced exponential participation 
and growth in local support groups, Pump It Up for Platelets events, 
and ITP Awareness Month activities in 2019. Additionally, we were 
honored to be recognized by NORD (National Organization for Rare 
Disorders) as the recipient of the Abbey S. Myers Leadership Award 
for patient advocacy — a meaningful acknowledgement of our 

mission and efforts on behalf of patients with ITP.

As we build on the great momentum established in 2019, PDSA’s 
commitment to patient-centered ITP research remains a priority. Our 

Research Fund continues to grow, which gives us the opportunity to 
encourage and underwrite new studies focused on improving the patient 

experience — research that directly addresses patient needs and will lead to new 
treatment options and better outcomes. 

The financial support of our members and donors — toward our daily work and 
our research program — gives strength and focus to our efforts, allowing us to 
maintain the impact we have created in serving the ITP patient community. It is 
my honor to recognize you and the invaluable support you have provided to 
PDSA. I hope you take pride in knowing that your personal efforts and 
contributions have served to fuel our mission and the fight against ITP.  
We could not do this without you.

Sincerely,

Caroline Kruse
President & CEO

About PDSA
The Platelet Disorder Support Association is the 

leading ITP advocacy organization in North 
America. Each day, PDSA serves the worldwide ITP 
community of patients, practitioners, care givers, 

advocates, and key disease stakeholders, promoting 
their needs and uniting them on a global level. We 

build awareness, educate the global community, and 
provide critical connections and resources that 

empower patients to take charge of their disease 
and encourage practi tioners to exercise 

patient-centered medical care.
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PDSA BY THE NUMBERS

21 Years
of serving and giving 

voice to the ITP patient 
community 

2,093 
Members  
and Donors
whose charitable gifts allow 
PDSA to fulfill its mission

92
$1,000+ Circle  
of Hope Donors
providing leadership support 
to all of PDSA’s efforts

75,000+ 
total 
visitors  
to our websites 
each month

54 
Patient
Support Groups
Sustained by ITP 
patients, PDSA’s support 
groups have expanded 
beyond the U.S. to include 
Canada and New Zealand

were awarded to fund 
original patient-centered 
ITP research, increasing 
our research funding 
impact to a total of  
7 grants and $140,000 
in funding

$20,000  
Research Grants5

More than 

1,100
pages of  
web content 
for ITP patients

1,005 
patients 
are enrolled 
in PDSA’s ITP 

Natural History 
Study Registry

PDSA spearheads the  
International ITP Alliance 
which includes  

33 delegates from

29 member 
countries

5 full-time staff /  
4 part-time staff
A small but mighty team of 
individuals dedicated to serving 
the ITP patient community. 
We’re here for you!

11 Advocacy 
Partners
with whom we collaborate to 
achieve our common mission 
of improving the lives of the 
people we serve

PDSA celebrated its  
19th Annual ITP Patient 
Conference in Washington, D.C. with  

315 attendees,  
the largest attendance to date

PDSA’s Medical Advisory 
Board includes internationally 
renowned clinicians and 
researchers, all ITP specialists

15
Medical Advisors

Informational 
booklets

11
on ITP for adults, teens, 

children and women translated 
into multiple languages

3 Websites
PDSA.org

ITPwalk.org

GlobalITP.org

designed to ease the fear of injections or 
“needle phobia” that often results from 
blood draws and treatments

102 Children with ITP 
are members of 
the Poke-R Club, 

1st ever 
Externally-
led Patient 

Focused Drug 
Development 

meeting on ITP,  
giving our patient 

community the opportunity 
to increase awareness and 
present their experiences 
with ITP to the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration

200+  
Awareness 
Events held 
nationwide 1,100+  

Walk/Run fundraiser 
participants 

$214,000+ 
raised for PDSA programs 
and research

Pump It Up for Platelets! 
Walk/Run events across the 
U.S. and Canada9
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Research

PDSA continues to lead the way in ITP research by engaging with the scientific community, industry partners, and 

government agencies to further examine the underlying causes of ITP, develop new treatments, and contribute the patient 

voice to the regulatory process. Our leadership continues to convene with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the 

American Society of Hematology (ASH), and the European Hematology Association (EHA) to monitor the ongoing progress 

of relevant research studies and initiatives. Each year, PDSA hosts the ASH Friday Morning ITP Breakfast, where global ITP 

investigators present their leading-edge ITP research. PDSA also partners with ICON (the Pediatric ITP Consortium of North 

America), a collaborative research effort of 49 pediatric hematologist centers committed to advancing the care of children 

with immune thrombocytopenia (ITP). Our commitment to patient-centered research keeps the ITP patient perspective at 

the center of the research process – ensuring outcomes that will directly impact ITP patient quality of life.

Each year, the PDSA Research Program grants up to three $20,000 awards to investigators conducting innovative ITP patient-centered 
studies. These awards are given in honor of longstanding PDSA champions Barbara and Peter Pruitt. Funding of the PDSA Research 
Program is provided through the charitable support of the 20/20 ITP Research Campaign.

2018/2019 RESEARCH AWARDS

The Barbara and Peter T. Pruitt Jr. ITP Research Awards

Project Title: 

The Role of the Gut Microbiome in the Pathogenesis 
of ITP 
Investigator: Joseph Oved, MD 
Institution: The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Project Title: 

Decision Aid to Support Shared Decision Making in 
Pediatric Refractory Immune Thrombocytopenia 
Investigator: Cindy Neunert, MD, MSCS 
Institution: Columbia University Medical Center

Project Title:

Association of Platelet Parameters and Subpopulations 
Identified by High Dimensional Mass Cytometric 
Analysis of Platelets with Bleeding Severity in 
Pediatric patients with Immune Thrombocytopenia
Investigator: A.L. “Larry” Frelinger III, Ph.D.
Institution: Boston Children’s Hospital

Project Title: 

Development of New Diagnostic Tests to Categorize 
Different Subtypes of Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP)
Investigator: Ishac Nazy, Ph.D.
Institution: McMaster University

Project Title: 

Role of Platelet Glycosylation on Platelet  
Function and Immune Response in Immune 
Thrombocytopenia Patients
Investigator: Nora Butta, MD
Institution: Hospital Universitario La-Paz

PDSA Patient-Centered Research Award Recipient, Cindy 
Neunert, MD presents a study update.
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PDSA hosted the annual ITP Breakfast Meeting at the 
61st American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual 
Meeting held in December 2019. 

Coordinated by PDSA and four of its Medical Advisors, Dr. James Bussel, Dr. Nichola Cooper, Dr. Michelle 
Lambert and Dr. John Semple, 13 hematology experts presented their leading-edge ITP research to the 
140+ ITP researchers, clinicians, and industry representatives in attendance at this prominent meeting.

Hematologist Ilene Weitz, MD with 
PDSA Medical Advisor (and 
husband) Howard Liebman, MD 
stopped by the PDSA booth in the 
Exhibit Hall.

ASH Breakfast: More than 140 ITP researchers, clinicians, industry 
representatives, along with PDSA staff attended the ITP Breakfast 
Meeting. 

PDSA Medical Advisor 
James Bussel, MD 
welcomed attendees to 
the ASH ITP Breakfast.

Pediatric Hematologist Professor Paul Imbach from the 
University of Basel, Switzerland talks with PDSA President & 
CEO Caroline Kruse and Director of Marketing Nancy Potthast 
about their poster “Mental Health and Treatment in Patients 
with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP): Data from the Platelet 
Disorder Support Association (PDSA) Registry.” The research 
found that patient-reported levels of anxiety and fatigue were 
overall quite high yet did not differ between treatment type, 
highlighting the need to recognize that ITP does not just affect 
patients physically. 

PDSA Research 
Coordinator Alexandra 
Kruse and Medical 
Advisor James Bussel, MD 
in the poster hall at the 
European Hematology 
Association Congress in 
Amsterdam. Both 
Alexandra and Dr. Bussel 
presented ITP research 
poster abstracts.

PDSA Medical Advisor Michael Tarantino, MD presented his 
research at the American Society of Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology (ASPHO).
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Advocacy

PDSA recognized by The National 
Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD)

On June 22, 2019, PDSA received the Abbey S. 
Myers Leadership Award at NASA Space Station 
in Houston, Texas. The National Organization 
for Rare Disorders (NORD) selected PDSA for this 
honor out of over 280 member organizations 
representing more than 7,000 rare disease 
patients. 

The Rare Impact Awards Gala was attended by 
more than 550 guests. PDSA staff was joined by our Houston support group 
facilitators Sara and Mark Ciesielski, Houston walk/run organizers Manminder 
(Mindy) Combow and Mary John, and hematologists Jenny Despotovic, DO 
and Amanda Grimes, MD, from Texas Children’s Hospital. The event was 
hosted by Olympic gold medalist Mary Lou Retton.

“Some things may seem impossible, like winning a gold medal or exploring 
outer space,” said Retton, who won five gold medals at the 1984 Summer 
Olympics. “But tonight, we honor the hard work of everyone in this room, 
people who beat the odds to live their best lives every single day. If there was 
a gold medal for selfless service, it would certainly go to them.”

Retired astronaut Kenneth Cameron, Olympic 
gymnast Mary Lou Retton, PDSA President & CEO 
Caroline Kruse and Research Coordinator 
Alexandra Kruse.

PDSA staff (L to R) Brenda Foster, Alexandra Kruse, 
Caroline Kruse, Jody Shy and Nancy Potthast.

PDSA hosts Inspiring and 
Educational Weekend in 
Canada
52 Canadian ITP 
patients, caregivers, 
pharmaceutical 
representatives, hematologists and PDSA staff 
and volunteers gathered for PDSA’s second 
Canadian Regional Meeting in London, Ontario.

Dale Paynter (L) with 
PDSA Medical 
Advisor, Dr. Donald 
Arnold (R) break for 
the camera during 
the second PDSA 
Canada ITP Regional 
Meeting held on 
Sunday, April 28, 
2019 at Winderemere 
Manor in London, 
Ontario.

The International ITP Alliance  
welcomed the ITP Israel patient support group in 2019, increasing its growing 
list of intercontinental partners to 29.

Eighteen delegates from twelve countries! Representatives from China, 
Netherlands, Israel, Argentina, New Zealand, Denmark, Brazil, United 
Kingdom, United States, Australia, Italy and Finland hold the flags of their 
respective countries at the International ITP Alliance Symposium on July 25th.
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Meetings Attended  
by PDSA:
• American Society of Pediatric Hematology 

Oncology (ASPHO) Conference

• American Society of Hematology (ASH) 
60th Annual Meeting

• 24th Congress of the European 
Hematology Association (EHA)

• 3rd International ITP Alliance Symposium

• NORD 2019 Rare Diseases & Orphan 
Products Breakthrough Summit

• 3rd Annual Canadian Conference on 
Immune Thrombocytopenia Purpura (ITP)

• Intercontinental Cooperative ITP Study 
Group (ICIS) 6th Expert Meeting

PDSA Presentations:
• PDSA Medical Advisor Donald Arnold, MDCM, MSc, FRCP(C) from McMaster University in 

Hamilton, Canada presented the program “What’s New in ITP Research and How Does That 
Affect Me?” at PDSA’s Second Annual Canadian Regional Meeting in April 2019.

• PDSA Medical Advisor Michael Tarantino, MD presented his research at the American Society 
of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology (ASPHO) Conference in May 2019.

• PDSA Research Coordinator Alexandra Kruse and Medical Advisory James Bussel, MD 
presented poster abstracts at the 24th Congress of the European Hematology Association 
(EHA) in Amsterdam in June 2019.

• PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse and Director of Marketing Nancy Potthast presented 
their poster abstract “Quality of Life and Demographics of Patients with Immune 
Thrombocytopenia (ITP): Data From the Platelet Disorder Support Association (PDSA) 
Registry” at the National Organization for Rare Disorders’ (NORD) Rare Diseases & Orphan 
Products Breakthrough Summit in Washington, D.C. in October 2019.

• PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse participated in a panel discussion on “Engaging 
Federal Partners: Opportunities through the FDA and PCORI” at the IAMRARE Registry Users 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. in October 2019.

• PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse presented a short program on PDSA services and 
programs at the 3rd Annual Canadian Conference on Immune Thrombocytopenia Purpura 
(ITP) in Toronto, Canada in October 2019.

• PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse and Director of Marketing Nancy Potthast presented 
a poster abstract at the 61st American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting on 
“Mental Health and Treatment in Patients with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP): Data from 
the Platelet Disorder Support Association (PDSA) Registry.”

Advocacy Partnerships 
Collaborations are critical to achieving our 
common mission of improving the lives of 
the people we serve.

AARDA – American Autoimmune Related 
Diseases Association

A-Plus – American Plasma Users Coalition

ASH – American Society of Hematology

CPAG – Coalition of Patient Advocacy Groups

FDA Alliance

Genetic Alliance

IAPO – International Alliance of Patients’ 
Organizations

ICON – Pediatric ITP Consortium of North 
America

NORD – National Organization for Rare 
Disorders

PPTA – Plasma Protein Therapeutics 
Association

THSNA – Thrombosis & Hemostasis Societies 
of North America

Tongfei Meng, Founder of 
ITP Home in China, takes 
part in the EL-PFDD meeting 
on July 26th.

PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse 
presenting at the IAMRARE Registry Users 
meeting. 

PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse 
with ITP Patient Gail Strachen from 
Toronto, Canada.

PDSA President & CEO Caroline Kruse (L) 
and Director of Marketing Nancy Potthast 
(R) discuss their poster abstract “Quality 
of Life and Demographics of Patients 
with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP); 
Data From the Platelet Disorder Support 
Association (PDSA) Patient Registry” with 
an attendee at the NORD Summit.

PDSA was well-represented at the ICIS Meeting with 
eight of our medical advisors in attendance. (L to R) 
Diane Nugent, MD, PDSA President & CEO Caroline 
Kruse, Michele Lambert, MD, Douglas Cines, MD, John 
Semple, PhD, Terry Gernsheimer, MD, Nichola Cooper, 
MD, Howard Liebman, MD (missing, James Bussel, MD). 
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The ITP Patient Voice Takes Center 
Stage at the 2019 ITP Patient 

Conference.
The 2019 ITP Patient Conference was an historic event for the ITP patient community. PDSA hosted its 
largest conference to date, with 315 attendees, the first Externally-led Patient-Focused Drug Development 
(EL-PFDD) Meeting on ITP, and 18 members of the International ITP Alliance.

 

ITP Conference 2019

The first of its kind to ever be held for ITP, the Platelet Disorder 
Support Association’s Externally-led Patient Focused Drug 
Development (EL-PFDD) meeting was a groundbreaking event which 
presented the opportunity for our community to increase awareness 
and educate the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on the 
real challenges of living with ITP. According to the FDA, “The patient 
perspective is critical in helping the FDA understand the context in 
which regulatory decisions are made for new drugs. PFDD meetings 
give FDA and other key stakeholders, including medical product 
developers, health care providers, and federal partners, an important 
opportunity to hear directly from patients, their families, caregivers, 
and patient advocates about the symptoms that matter most to 
them, the impact the disease has on patients’ daily lives, and patients’ 
experiences with currently available treatments. This input can inform 
FDA’s decisions and oversight both during drug development and 
during our review of a marketing application.” 

PDSA enlisted the participation of eight ITP patients to participate in 
two panel discussions for this landmark meeting. As experts in what it 
is really like to live with this condition, each patient talked about their 
individual journey, sharing detailed information on their symptoms and 
the burden of living with ITP, the impact of treatments they have tried, 
and their side effects. Additionally, all patients and caregivers attending 
the meeting had the opportunity to join in the discussion, providing 
more data on the daily impact of an ITP diagnosis. The tone of this 
important meeting was like none seen before at our ITP Conference 
and, while many aspects of the personal journeys were difficult to 
hear, they were exactly what the FDA needs to be aware of: the 
unseen bruises of ITP. 

We are indebted to those who had the courage to publicly bare 
their deeply personal challenges to help break down the barriers and 
transform the future for ITP. PDSA was proud to have compiled and 
published a Voice of the Patient report for the FDA which summarized 
the perspectives of these brave ITP patients and caregivers. 

Linda John P. BarbaraCaroline JoanLogan

Jennifer and LuigiJohn C. Leilani LibHaley
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The Kids Kamp strikes a pose!

Inquire & Inspire: Patients, caregivers and medical experts 
gather to share insights, spark discovery and influence better 
outcomes for people with immune thrombocytopenia.

(L-R) David Kuter, MD, DPhil; Craig Kessler, MD; Howard 
Liebman, MD; John Semple, PhD and Nichola Cooper, MD 
answer questions from patients and caregivers after 
presenting “ITP in Adults.”

PDSA President & CEO Caroline 
Kruse welcomed U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration Division 
Director, Division of 
Hematology, Ann Farrell, MD, 
for the EL-PFDD meeting.

Our roots run deep - PDSA grassroots volunteers gather for the largest Support Group Facilitators Workshop ever – 31 in attendance!

“Deepest and most sincere thanks to all the 
PDSA personnel and organizers. Hats off to 

Nancy, Caroline and Jody for being so friendly, 
respectful and willing to listen and help – you 
and the PDSA help me see ITP with different 
eyes and hopefully train me to do the same 

for others in Argentina. Huge hugs!” 
– Ruben D.

“Thank you, 
I learned so 

much!” 
– Phyllis C.

“The amount of effort necessary to coordinate, 
plan and implement this program is gargantuan. 
2019 conference delivered! PDSA has set the bar 
very high again! Time and time again, the PDSA 

conference exceeds my (and our) expectations for 
imparting knowledge to participants and this year 
was truly an exemplary experience. Thank you for 

another wonderful conference.” 
– Madonna P.

“A wonderful conference - I enjoyed 
having the 3 days and I liked the 

way the first day started with the 
panel of ITP patients’ experience.” 

– Patricia C.
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Education & Support

PDSA is dedicated to supporting ongoing awareness and advocacy by 
encouraging a growing community of ITP Ambassadors for change. Local 
support groups continue to be a popular and useful tool for ITP patients 
and loved ones – and our support group family continues to grow!

PDSA’s ITP Poke-R Club for Kids  

program welcomed  

23 new members in 2019, 

serving a total of 107 children,  

ages 2 to 17, from 30 states,  

2 provinces and  

2 countries!

“From 
the depth of my 

soul, thank you and 
your coworkers at PDSA 

for creating a club like this. 
The support offered on this 
site and through this club is 
indispensable. My sincere 

thanks.” 
– Jackie F., mom of Louis F.

“Thank you, I think this will 
help tremendously!”

– Linh L., mom of Ava L.

“Thank you for this 
wonderful opportunity and 

organization. It has sure made a 
difference in our lives!” 
– Teresa C., mom of Thomas C.

49 Local
Support
Groups

1
United States 
Parents & Kids 
Teleconference 

Group

2 
Canadian 
Groups

Ottawa, Ontario,
Waterloo-Wellington/ 

Greater Toronto, 
Ontario

1 
New 

Zealand 
Group

1 
Canadian 

Teleconference 
Group
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PDSA 
PUBLICATIONS

Informational Booklets, Articles,  
Circle of Hope Quarterly Newsletter, 

The Platelet News Quarterly Magazine 
and Monthly E-Newsletter

Producido por la Platelet DisorderSupport Association (PDSA)Ilustrado por Lauren HoxieEscrito por Carol Hoxie, PDSA

Comprender la PTI

Platelet Disorder Support Association8751 Brecksville Road, Suite 150Cleveland, OH 44141
tel 1-87-PLATELET (1-877-528-3538)fax 844-270-1277
pdsa@pdsa.org
www.pdsa.org

Un Cuento para Niños sobre la Trombocitopenia Inmune (PTI)

Esta guía de información para pacientes está financiada por una donación educativa otorgada por

2019 PDSA College 
Scholarship Winners!
$1,500 RECIPIENT
Luci Takas, Hamburg, NY 
Daemen College

“I learned that I am capable of facing adversity with great courage. 
While I was in the hospital I learned that it is best to stay focused on 
the immediate challenge, one obstacle at a time. I learned that having 
a plan and focusing on one task at a time makes overwhelming 
problems manageable. While facing adversity I learned that I have the 
strength to remain calm in the face of danger. I am able to think 
logically and maintain faith in my doctors that are working to find me 
the best line of treatment. Challenges have the power to inspire 
growth or defeat in a person. I believe that I have grown through my 
crisis and am stronger than before.”

$750 RECIPIENT
Emmelee Newhouse, Hurricane, WV 
Marshall University

“Although originally planning a career in speech pathology, 
my diagnosis of ITP has caused me to reconsider and now 
reach for a medical degree. I feel that the experiences I am 
facing will help me to become a thorough, thoughtful and 
successful physician. I am so appreciative of the help that I 
have received, and I want to help others in the same way. I 
have found the dedication and determination needed to be 
successful in overcoming the obstacles I have faced, and I am 
ready for the challenges that medical school will hold.”

Caroline Emerson, 
Moore, SC 
Clemson University 
Calhoun  
Honors College

“I am so excited to continue 
challenging myself, and I 
hope to use my platelet 
disorder as a way to inspire 
others.” 

Jack Kerr,  
Gambrills, MD 
Furman University

“…Keeping a positive 
attitude has made my 
journey much easier to deal 
with and keeps me moving 
forward towards my goals.”

 

Colin Roberts, 
Cedarhurst, NY 
Louisiana State 
University

“…As I overcame each 
obstacle, I gained more 
strength. Now, I not only 
have the strength to get by, 
I am demonstrating that 
I possess the strength to 
thrive…”

$250 BOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS

“Sixteen years 
ago my daughter 

was diagnosed with and 
successfully treated for ITP. Her 
platelet count has been robust 

since then, but other autoimmune-
induced diseases have presented. 

I am grateful that PDSA was 
a resource for us all those 

years ago.” 
–Tammy W.

“I feel so thankful 
I found a group like 

this. People don’t tend to 
understand what I am going 

through because they don’t even 
know what I am talking about. 
I’m just sad there are so many 
of us. I will keep you all in my 

prayers.”
– Danae M.
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1,000
Unique Visits 
 per Month

5,000
Unique Visits 
 per Month

40,000
Unique Visits 
 per Month

2,500+
Total Visits per Month

7,000+
Total Visits per Month

65,000+
Total Visits per Month

ITPwalk.org GlobalITP.orgpdsa.org

 

Awareness & Outreach

Social Networking

26,503+
Facebook Likes & Followers

12,350+
PDSA.org Discussion Group Members

1,323+
Instagram Followers @PDSA_ITP

1,445+ 
Twitter Followers @PDSA_ITP

98,529+
YouTube Video Views PDSAorg

“Where 
would we be 

without PDSA and 
pdsa.org? Still groping in 

the darkness alone as I was 
before that first click on 
the website soon after 

diagnosis.“
– Mary I.

“I feel so much 
better about my 

future health after 
visiting the PDSA website, 

joining this group and 
attending the conference. 
Thank goodness that the 

research continues!!!” 
– Penny H.

“My 12-year-old 
son was diagnosed 

with ITP 3 months ago. The 
PDSA website provided me with 

tremendous information regarding 
this rare disease. I cannot imagine 
how we could survive this horrible 

journey without help from 
this website and discussion 

groups.” 
– TH
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Sport Purple for Platelets Day
September is ITP Awareness Month, a time when we mobilize and focus our efforts to shed 
additional light on ITP and to observe the ongoing courage of ITP Warriors around the world. 
The last Friday of each September is celebrated as Sport Purple for Platelets Day, a culminating 
event designed to bring greater awareness to ITP and those living with this rare platelet 
disorder. Across the country and around the world, adults, teens, children, and their pets sported 
purple and took to social media to show their platelet pride. Schools, businesses, and sports 
teams all got in on the action – adding a splash of purple, and a whole lot of awareness!
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Community Events

CRANBERRY TWP., PA SADDLE BROOK, NJ 

ORANGE, CA

BELOIT, WI

AMES, IA

ATLANTIC, IA

CLEVELAND, OH

LONDON, ON

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA
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Circle of Hope – Event Organizers
Pump It Up For Platelets!
Beloit, WI
$23,858
Jennifer & Bob Krueger, Organizers
Angie & Alan Levitt, Team Organizers

Pump It Up For Platelets!
London, ON
$13,526
Jennifer & Luigi DiRaimo, Organizers
Julie & Paul Agius, Team Organizers
Samantha Colaiacovo, Team Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Orange County, CA
$8,390
Cathy & Raul Aldama, Organizers
Leilani de Castro, Organizer
Melissa Hilsabeck, Organizer
Kelly Torres, Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!
South San Francisco, CA
$6,015
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Organizers

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Cranberry Twp, PA
$5,345
Kristen & Steve Tomczak, Organizers
Louann Murtagh, Team Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Saddle Brook, NJ
$5,085
Emmerson Winnie, Organizer
John Klein, Team Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Cleveland, OH
$5,020
Caroline & Ken Kruse, Organizers
Tracey Parker, Team Organizer

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Ames, IA
$4,156
Hayley & Nathan Shimanek, Organizers

Pump It Up For Platelets!
Atlantic, IA
$4,155
Jordan & John Lawson, Organizers

Facebook Fundraisers
$20,530

Google Fundraiser
$3,990
Karin Magnuson, Organizer

Zimmerman Fundraisers 
$20,985
Cheri & Derek Zimmerman, Organizers

Sebastian Hoefft Fundraiser
$1,095
Lindsey Hoefft, Organizer

Rigel ASCO Fundraiser
$7,500
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Organizers

Pizza for Platelets
$1,456
Veronica & Desie Fernandez, Organizers

Mira Hausser Fundraisers
$1,433
Mira & Jim Hausser, Organizers

Jordan Tutoring Fundraiser 
$1,770
Joan Jordan, Organizer

Platelet for Platelets
$1,000
Patricia & Robert Monigle, Organizers

“I always recommend 
that newly diagnosed 
people go to the PDSA 

conference or attend a support 
group meeting so that they can 

feel the way I did when I actually 
met someone in person with 

ITP. It’s life changing.”
– Trish S.

Derek Hough flossing with 
Cayden Krueger.

Elle A. raising awareness and funds for 
PDSA at her lemonade stand. 

Photo Credit: Michael Simon / Startraks Photo
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It is through the thoughtful generosity of so many that PDSA is able to fulfill its 
mission of enhancing the lives of people with ITP and other platelet disorders 
through education, advocacy, research and support. Each year, thousands of 
individuals, organizations, corporations, and foundations provide meaningful 
support through charitable gifts, membership, tributes in memory or honor of 
family and friends, sponsorships of programs, and special events.

Every gift is important and truly appreciated. The following lists recognize those 
who stepped forward to support our efforts in 2019.

Circle of Hope 
($20,000+) 
Katharine McCleary
David Rinker

Circle of Hope 
($10,000-$19,999) 
Joan & Richard Jordan
Mary Lou Lyons
Steven Rodgers

Circle of Hope 
($5,000-$9,999) 
David Lihani
Cheri & Derek Zimmerman
Joyce & Dale Zimmerman

Circle of Hope  
($3,000-$4,999) 
Madeline & John Hromyak
Barbara & Peter Pruitt, Jr.
Janeen & Robert Theobald

Circle of Hope  
($2,000-$2,999) 
Charlotte Cunningham-Rundles, MD  

& James Bussel, MD
Sherrill Hudson
Emily & Kris Kile
Irene & David Kuter, MD, DPhil
Jenn & Andy Lindal/For the Love of Gracie
John Stevenson
Theresa & Tony Waxlax

Circle of Hope  
($1,000-$1,999)
Anonymous
Susan & John Atkinson
Gigi Barry
Mary & James Benvenuto
Amita & Ranjiva Bhalla
Brendan Cameron
Druanne Davies
Kim & Jim Everett
Robert Feiner
Jan & Steve Gardner
Barbara Genen
Jen & Benjamin Grimes
Kim & Rodney Hall
Kristin Henrikson & Jon Brandt
Patricia & Bennett Henrikson
Noelle & Mat Heyman
Karen & David Imig
Jerry Jones
Caroline & Ken Kruse 
Louise Kittel Mason
Janet & William McAllister
The McGuirl Family
Irma & Daniel Miles
Stephanie & Mike Moran
Jonathan Peischl
Jacqueline & Bruce Prescott
Shirley & Peter Pruitt, Sr.
Patricia L. Pulley
Jessica Randolph
Toni Roberge
Karen Rosenbaum & Ben McClinton
Kristin & Mark Salzman
Jody & Jon Shy
Beth Siegelbaum
Julie & Michael Spieker
Lois Umhoefer
Elizabeth & Robert Welch
Joseph Winter

Corporations & Foundations
AmazonSmile Foundation
AMGEN
Argenx US Inc.
CSL Behring Biotherapies for Life
Dova Pharmaceuticals
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Trevor Frederickson Memorial Fund
Kezar Life Sciences
Colleen O’Hara & Doug Mashkuri Charitable 

Fund
Merck Foundation
Momenta Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Ethel & Alexander Nichoson Foundation
Novartis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc.
Octapharma
Pantherx Specialty LLC
Pfizer
Pledgeling Foundation
Principia Biopharma
Promosis Inc.
Regal Beloit Charitable Foundation
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Marshall E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation, Inc.
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals
Schneider Electric North America Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Karen Toffler Charitable Trust
UCB Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
US Cellular

Matching Gift Companies
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Google Matching Gifts Program
The Janus Henderson Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program

Workplace Giving Companies
Amgen Foundation Staff Giving Programs
AT&T Employee Giving Campaign
iGive
Progressive Insurance Foundation 

PDSA IS PROUD to be accredited by 
the Better Business Bureau and to be 
recognized as a Gold level participant 
by GuideStar, a standing only 5% of 
registered charities achieve and a 
testament to our operating 
transparency. 

 

Contributions in 2019

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Benefactors
($500-$999)
Ted Allred

Sarah & Craig Antas

Annette & Terry Boyne

Judith & Timothy 
Brennan

Pascal Deman

Magda El-Nokaly

Yvonne Fagnano

John Faust

Theresa & Andrew Fedak

Tracy Funk

Brenda & Kevin Gubrud

Deborah Harlan

Janet & Walter Harvick

Michael Jurs

Evelyn Khazzam

Eleonore & Russell 
McCabe

John Myers

Katie Odom

Yazdi Parekh

Susan & Dale Paynter

Roslyn & Michael Pollock

Velbeth Reyes

Martha & Maurice 
Roberts

Ann & Walter Sevastian

Sidney Siu, MD

Sky & Samuel Smith

Katy Spinks

Heather Stroh

Jean Taylor

Becky & Timothy Wirtz

Sonia Vandama

Associates
($250-$499)
Ann Anderson

Carol & James Anderson

Vicki & Charles Beloian

Esther & Paul Brandt

John Burke

Donna & Charles Carter

Douglas Cines, MD

Sharon Cisco

Bridget & Jim Coffing

Mary & Douglas 
Coleman

Jack Cook

Michael Cucka, MD

Michael DeMichele, PhD

Linda Dilday

Allison & Keith Flowers

Cheryl & William Foote

Kathleen & Steven 
Frederick

Lanie Gastman

Ruth & Russell Genen

Patricia & Gilbert George

Denise Gordon

Rachael Grace, MD

Melenie & Brian Grimm

Chris Gunder

Tai Hu

Zbigniew Jusis

Suzanne & Jeff Kerner

Nic Lanthier

Patricia & Dirk Leasure

Kasey LeClaire

Lori Levengood

Bruce Levine

Dan Lyons

Rebecca McFadden

Michael Mulder

Robert Nelson

Helen & John Nilsen

Gina Pierce

Stuart Plotkin

Patricia & John 
Proescholdt

Don Rolph

Glenda & Thomas Rook

Karen Roushkolb

Rita Rupar

Carmen & Carlos Sabater

Manoj Saxena

Terry Schmoyer

Debbie & Thomas Serra

Victoria Siu, MD

Bunnie Stevenson

Gail Strachan & David 
Bannon

Sue Tabach

Sachiko Terribile

Ronald Virgin

Peter Waller

Judith Werner

Erika Winchell

Joan Young

Contributors
($100-$249)
Anonymous

Ron Abernethy

Michael Aldama

Ashlyn Alexander

Laura Alioto

Rocio Alvizures

Janet & Mark Anderson

Richard Ando

Colleen Antas

Tova Appleson, MD

Sara Armstrong

Sue & Gary Arnold

Stephanie Austin

Shar & Reg Ayre

David Bacon

Glenn Baker

Terri Baker

Patricia Barker

Alison Bartko

Jeffrey Bauman

Bruce Becker

Susan Belias

Shelly Belson

Rylee Bengel

Carolyn Bennett, MD

Chuck Berninger

Janelle & David Bertsch

Alina Bezdikian

Tugce Blaci

Aija Blitte

Mona Bobrow

Jeff Boutelle

Nicole Bowler

Michael Boxer, MD

Alexandra Boyce

Anne Boyle

Nan Bradley

Jonathan Bramson

Adam Brand

Carol & Peter Bregman

Julie Bremser &  
Carl Necker

Andrea & Ellis Brigman

T.J. & Mitchell Brininstool

Chandler Brown

Ari Buchalter

Bill Burrows

Joanne Callahan

Luisa Cammisa

Patricia & Joseph 
Cangelosi

Janice Carmean

Nancy Carncross

Michael Carpenter, MD

Melissa Casal

Thomas Casal

Mary & Paul Chmiel

Judy & Kevin 
Christiansen

Mia Churma

Livia Chyurlia

Holly Clapp

Dave Clark

Angie Claypole

Marla Clough

Barbara & Gilbert Coats

Sam Colaiacovo

Joanna Cole

Heather & Jeffrey Collins

Janet Conley

Dr. Conte & Ms. Parker

Michael Contessa

Javier Corripio

Income Funding

How The Funds Were Used

$0.86 of every $1.00  
goes directly to programs that support 

and educate the ITP community.

Contributions $163,497
Corporate Sponsorships & Grants $819,840
Conference Fees $373,860
Membership Dues $141,262
Research Donations $74,698
Sales, Investment Income & Other Revenue $48,383

Total $1,621,540

Programs $909,921
General & Administrative $98,527
Fund Raising $55,864

Total $1,064,312

Net Assets at end of Year (accumulated) $2,278,957

50% 
Corporate 

Sponsorships  
& Grants

10% 
Contributions

9% 
Membership Dues

5% 
Research 
Donations

23% 
Conference  

Fees

3% 
Sales, Investment 
Income & Other 
Revenue

86% 
Programs

(Patient Education, 
Patient Support, 

Research)

9% 
General & 
Administrative

5% 
Fund Raising
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Contributions in 2019

Stella Couban

Ahmed Daak

Ihab Darwish

Katherine David &  
Keith McCrae, MD

Katherine & Dennis Day

Helen & Haim Dayan

Linda Deal & James Kirk

Alicia Denoon

Melanie Denoon

Paul Denoon

Riley Denoon

Deepa Deshpande, MD

Randi & Barry Deutsch

Jayant Dhar

Judy Didier

Shannon Dilday

John DiRaimo

Courtney Dolinar

Tracy Donnelly

Tiffany & John Donovan

Linda & Krishna 
Dorasami

Laurie Dosik

James Doyle

Sandra Doyle

Heather Draeving

Catalina Driscoll

Lynn Dryburgh

Janice & Michael Dunn

Nathan Dyer

Nancy & Jack Easton

Julie Ellis

Linda Emmich

Sandra Enser

Janell & Daniel Eriks

Nancy Esterl

Adele & Glen Evans

Greg Evans

Jackie & Louis Ferrantino

Tom Ferrara

Carol Fields

Joseph Fitzgerald, Sr.

Neil Fleitell

Jackie Flynn

Laura Forte

Brenda & David Foster

Karen Frederick

Ed Freibauer

Stuart French

Ken Fujikura

Jonathan Fuller

Peggy Funk

Martina Gallagher

Evelyn & Peter Gaskarth

Kerine Gawley

Mary & Mike Gerwick

Any & Derik Gilbertson

Linda Gill

Natasha Gill

Kathryn Gleghorn

Elaine Glickman

John Goodin

Miyuki Googins

Erik Goserud

Monica Grabiec

Melinda & John 
Gragnani

Carlyn & John Gramer

Kevin Gries

Linda & Robert Guilmette

John Haenni

Sara Haghighi

Erik Haghjoo

Michael Halpern

Rhonda & Howard 
Hammerman

Angelina Harmon

Diane Harris

Deborah & Donald 
Hathway

Wanda Hausser

Barbara Hawrylak

Margo & Martin Hecht

Sherill Heinrichs

Barnaby Hernandez

Eric Hernandez

Giselle & Steve Higgins

John Hilsabeck

Cathy Hird

William Hobbs

Katie Holm

Nicole Hoover

Mary & Richard Horgan

Teri Howe

Pauline Hudson

June Igarashi

Mary & James Ingmire

Lori & Dick Ireland

Barbara & James Jacobs

Joanne Janssen

Abby Johnson

Alice Johnston

Florence Joly

Ann & William Jones

Yvonne & Ralph Jones

Tom Joplin

Diane Joppie

Christopher Jordan

Donna Jordan

Mary & Joe Jordan

Christina Joyce

Lois Kahle

Natalya Karp

Michael Karr

Kim Keeler

Jim Kelleher

Gloria Keller

Gulraiz Khan

Petra Kimsey

Karin Knobe

Katherine Korakas

Mary Ann Kosanovich

Craig Krandel

Pilar & Gary Krawchuk

Melanie Krinsky

Kurt Kuchenbrod

Shirley & Ron Kuxhausen

Joanne Lamb

Al Langman

Laura Langman

Adrienne Lapchuk

David Lapchuk

Maria Lau

Joseph Laurentino

Michael Ledin

Nicole & Tyler Leffel

John Letang

Bev & George Letcher

Jack Levitt

Lisa Linnell

Hernan Litman-Schatzz

Don Llarena

Danielle Locus

Sanjeev Loomba

Charlotte Lundy

Cathy Lungen

James Lyons, Jr.

Sarah Lyons

Jessi Macleod

Emerald Mancilla

Melanie & Matthew 
Mandos

James Maniscalco

Lucille Marchione

Halley & Hamp Markel

Stacy Markel

Tod Markelj

Cristina & Sebastian 
Martell

Peter Martin

Gary Martinez

Esteban Masuda

Miki Matsushima

Giovana Matthews

Kate & Matt Mattice

Deanna & Phil McCarney

Susan McDonald

Amy McGregor-Radin & 
Robert Radin

Ben McInnes

Beth & Jeffrey Miller

Anne Millhaem

Magdalena & Carlos 
Monarrez

Kimberley Moore

Jaime Morales

Patricia & Thomas Morris

Mike Morrow

Kathryn & Frank Moss

Trish Muscat

Sandra Namminga

Cristy Nelson

Karen & Randy Nelson

John O’Connell

Cheryl Ohashi

Christopher Ohms

Rosalia Olson

Kathy Ottobre

Angelo Pagura

Joseph Park

Christine Parker

Roxann & James Parran

Laura & John Paszkiewicz

Parija Patel

Krista Payne

Lauren Payne

Yulmi Perez

Robert Peters

Linda Peterson

Rebecca Pietruszka

Jamie Platto

Janice & Alan Pohlman

Diana & Theodore 
Potkonjak

Nancy & Mike Potthast

Chitra Prasad

David Priestly

Michael Purcell

Ming Qi

Beverly Quin

Shaminda & Vishal 
Rajput

Elaine Rall

Mauri & Henry Reizes

Jana Resch

Dawn Rich

James Richman

Beckie Richter

Javier Rivera

Joan Roane

Jennifer & Joseph 
Roberts

Raul Rodriguez

Lynn & Peter Roknich

Jocelynn Roman

Rose Roscetti

Jammie Ryan

Marlyce & James Rysavy

Lisa & Steven Sack

Bekin Sadikovic

Ronald Sait

Carole Saland

Ann Sandhorst

Nancy Santilli

Barbie Sauve

Brittani Scarpone

Michael Schaefer

Sandra Scheel

Mary Jane Schmalz

Elizabeth Schweinsberg

Joseph Sclafani

Karen Server

Barbara Shaffer

Barbara Shane

Sari Shapira

William Sharpe

Cindy Shaw

Alisa Shonka

Big Shooter

Christine Shultz

Lisa Simpson

Paul Singh

Terry Sipple

Catherine & John Slavin

Laurie Smalley

Ellie & Peter Smith

Rose Snipes

Joi Sorensen

Ana Sousa

Jeffrey Spears

James Spence

Kumar Sreenivasan

Victoria Staite

Terry Steele

Connie Stroud

Jane Stuart

Jun Su

Don Svet

Kristin Swain

David Sweeny

Monika Szelagowicz

Jennifer Tabak

Shigeko Tashita

Kathleen Thomas

Sheryl Totte

Gayle & Bill Travis

Jim Troyer

Jeffrey Truesdell

Charles Turner

Susan & Gregory 
Valentine

Peter Van Beckum

Jessica VandeVelde

Beth Varhol

Derek Vaughan

Daniel Vazquez

The Vieira Barocas Family

Marsha & Bryan Vifquain

Diane Vojcanin

Sladjana & Steven 
Vojcanin

Joyce Vyhnanek

Anne Walker

Cora & Lindsay Wallace

Dawn Waller

Tammy & Dave Walsh

Christine Warman

Dale Wartluft

Rena & Mac Watson

Pam & Tom Whener

Darlene Weinmann

James Wharton

Laura & Kevin White

Thomas White

Alyssa Whiteaker

Angel Williams

Barbara & Henry 
Williams

Todd Willinder

Merle Wilson

Patricia & Albert Wimmer

Susan Wingert

Carrie Wise

Gertie Witte, MD

Julie & Kenneth Wood

Susan & Tommy 
Wooman

Lucy Yan

Nancy Yokoyama

Midge Zak

John Zamora

Christiane & Ben 
Zeichner

Joseph Ziegler

Helen & Frederick 
Zingman 

Friends 
($50-$99)
Jane Acker

Caroline Adams

Connie Agius

Haley Agius

Charrie Agraviador-Milan

Emis Akbari

Chris Aldama

Emily Aldama

Samantha Alexander

Carole and George 
Anderson

Helen Ando

Robin Atwood

Sharon Aucker

Ben Austin

Eileen Backes
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Athena and Michael 
Baglio

Liz Bailey

Roberta Balek

Rene Barraza

Betty Barrett

Linda Barrett

Amanda Bartelson

Shamilla Beasmoney

Marlene Beddie

Cara Bedwell

Roger Belanger

Virginia Bell

Elaine Benda

Glenda Bender

Gabrielle Bennett

Tina Berger

Charleen Betken

Miriam Bhamjee

Nancy and Chris Binford

Norma Binkley

Laura and Bob Bira

Charlotte Blankfield

Caroline and Bo Blundell

Sarah Boehm

Cathy Boggs

Stevie Bogojevic

Marsha Borders

Margaret Bos

Crystal Bouska

John Bouson

Nancy Boyd

Cheryl Boyer

Sherry and William Bragg

Sheryl Briggs

Jean Brown

Betty Callister

Carla Campagnolo

Jessica Campbell and 
Matthew Goodman

Jean Carroll

Connie Carroll-Hopkins 
and Mark Hopkins

Leslie Carver

Michelle Caudle

William Chase

Jill Chmelko

Michele and Darren 
Chocholek

Amanda Chou

Arthur Clark

Peter Clark

Craig Clawson

Deb and Steve Claypole

Lynn and Al Clow

Brendan Coffey

Mario Colaiacovo

Natalie Colaiacovo

Laura Cole

Lidiet Conde

Rob Connell

Joan and Joseph 
Coppolino

Mary Ann and Donald 
Corcoran

Ed Couch

Irene Couchman

Jeanne and D.R. 
Crownover

Kate Curtin

Gail Czop Klein

Carol Dagney

Holly Dakos

Richard Dancyger

Lynz Davis

Diana and Louis  
De Blasio

Melanie and William 
Deaver

Kimberly DeFeo

Nancy DellaPorta

Pamela and Robert 
DePizzol

Amanda Dion

Barbara Djilas

Mary Ann and Benedetto 
Donatelli

Kathleen and William 
Donze

Lindsey Dore

Trish and Daryll Dorman

Karen Dove

Diane Dowling

Gregory Dowling

Nancy Doyle

Lisa Dugery

Ioan Dumitriu

Charlene Dury

Joseph Elluzzi

Lorraine Emerick

Denise Enhagen

Caitlin Espinoza

Kimberly and Michael 
Etkin

Meredith Fain

Eric Fairfield

Audrey and Gene Farmer

Beth Fernandez

Rosemarie Ferrar

Jay Fingert

Molly Fitzpatrick

Sharon Forbes

Brenda Foster

Susan and Timothy 
Fowler

Mary and Frank Franco

Virginia Frank

Carey Franklin-McInnes

Ken Friedman

Rhianna Funsten

Shirley and Ray Gaddie

Amy Gallegos

Lourdes Garcia

Tim Gaul

Thomas Gentsch

Jane Gettier

Ben Ghosh

Odette Gomez

Stephanie Grant

Vincent Grant

Patricia Green

Jenny Gries

Nancy and John Groh

Cindy and George Gross

Stefanie and Matthew 
Gross

Hazel and Ted Gull

Gwen Gustafson-Zook

Dolores Guy

Maureen and Luke Hally

Barbara Hals

Dan Halulko

Jenny Hardin

Mindy Haring

Jocelyn Harris

Patricia Hausser

Tina Hawkins

Vickie Henrikson

Noreen Herlihy

Brenda and Thomas Hill

Mark Hilsabeck

Paul Hilsabeck

Rose Mary and Brett 
Hinsch

Rebecca Howard

Shelby Hoy

Benoit Huard

Mary Hughes

Michelle Humeidan

Alexa Hunter

Katie Hunter

Susan Hutson

Jonas Hylton

Shelly Innes

Rami Intriago

Deborah Isacsson

Larry Iwen

Christine Jarvis

Susan Jedrzejewski

Paul Jeffery

Cel Johnson

Clayton Johnson

Rachel Johnson

Stacy Johnson

Paula Jones

Sharon Jones

Thomas Jones

Andrea Jordan

Persida Jovanovic

Annie Kaestner

Laura and Steven Kalb

Judy Kamin

Mark Kane

Deborah and Daniel 
Kash

Gale Kaufmann

Owen Keenan

Carol Keljo

Christine and Andrew 
Kelleher

L. Maria Kelly

Michael Klein

Bette and Robert Knight

Kristine Kolbeck

Robyn and Matthew 
Kontra

Elizabeth Kozak

Bridget Kraeuter

Peggy Krause-Kennedy 
and Bruce Kennedy

Cathy Krinsky

Rebecca Krinsky

Cayden Krueger

Lucas Kuklinski

Debra and Lewis 
Kupperberg

Dorrie and Phil LaMarr

Michele Lambert, MD, 
MTR

Sally and Thomas 
Lambert

Margaret Lannon

Carla Lapeus

Ximena Lara

Joe Lasaga

James Leavitt

Lisa Lee

Ulla Lehtonen

Melanie Leppo

Angie Levitt

Cindy Levitt

Matt Levitt

Arnaldo Liganor

Melissa Light

Lisa Lindsey

Lois Lineal

Adriana Littlejohn

Olga Littleton

Donald Loeblein

Lori London

Marina Lopez-Fleming 
and Jim Fleming

María Lozano

Matthew Lucas

Dennis Lyons

Macdonald Family

Daphne Mack

Claire Mackenzie

Stephanie Macri

Joe Maisano

Mindy and Peter 
Makuta

Carolina Malhado

Murray Marchant

Lara Markin

Susan Matthews and 
Harry Kleinman

Mary and Robert 
Maxwell

Robbi McClane

Patricia McKnight-Smith

Paul McNorgan

Donald Meisch

Linda and Stephen 
Meisel

Teresa Melnick

Marcus Mendenhall

William Merritt

Karen Mianzo

Sharon Michael-Perry

Stephanie Middleton

Cindy Mikush

Mya Miletich

Lynette Miller

Alexandra Millson

Judy Minsley

Julia Mohr

Tracie Moniot

Marie Montoya

Claudia Montuori

Patti Moore

Crystal Moreno

Catherine Moreus and 
Wesley Turney

Erica Morgan

Kim Morris

Gord Moyer

Kelsie Mozzoni

John Mully

Julie Munn

Christine Murphy

Natalie Murtagh

Andy Muto

Shelley and Dean Myers

Melissa Nafash

Valerie Neal

Jill Nellis

Kathryn and Larry Nelson

Perla Neri and Ernanie 
Enriquez

Shelley and David 
Nethers

Louis Neubecker

Susan Newcomb

Lorna and James North

Dave Numme

Melissa O’Rourke

Yaeko Oki

Wendy Okuhara

Shawn-Laree O’Neil

Andrew Ostroth

Jennifer Page

Lisa Pagley

Eleni Papagiannopoulou

Tracey Parker

Cathy and James Peitz

Jode Peralta

Ashley Perez

Marcella Perez

Karen and David Petrus

Karina Phelan

Lacy Phillips

Jeanette Pidi

Dante Pieroni

Nancy Pollack

Harish Prabhu

Jessica Priest

Susan Principe

Benita Proctor

Earl Puzon

Lillian Quackenbush

Elaine Quennell

Christine Quinlan

Angela Racoosin

Jeffrey Raizen

Maria and Andy Rash

Maria Raskovich

Angela Reaves

Rebecca Reavis

Tricia Reese

Richard Reilly

Scott Richter

Kathleen Rockwood

Klaus Röemer

Helene Roiger

Robin Romano

Marie Rossi

Charles Rossner

Janet Ruble

Nikita Ruia

Jagoda Rytel

Vicky and David Saco

Zakare Salifu

Elizabeth Salzman

Domenica and Vincent 
Sanchez

Trish Beattie 
Santaromana
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Contributions in 2019

Carol Satler

SBHS Varsity Football 
Cheer

Janet and David 
Schlabach

Rodger Schmid

Jasa Schumacher

Theresa Scott

Marianne Scotto

Trent Sechrest

David Seidl

Louanne Sestak

Sara Sevec

Suzanne and Robert 
Shaw

Deborah Sheehan

Emily Shinpaugh

Kelly Sibani

Stuart Siedman

Hilda Sierra

Emma Sims

David Slaughter

Stacey and Laure 
Smetana

Cathy Sonnenburg

Leann Sorensen

Carole St. Mark

Renauta Stallcup

Lindsay Stebbings

Chris Stefura

Maria Stevens

Marian Stirrup

Bernard Strauss

Terri Struthers

Anasia Sturdivant

Ken Sullivan

Feifei Sun

Lois Syth

Katsuko Takahaski

Joie Thompson

Paul Thompson

Christoph Thonfeld

Theresa Thrower

Jill and Matt Tillinghast

Sydney Tilman

Sydney Titman

William Torpey

Daniela Tropp

Holly Tunstill

Sonya Turner

John Umhoefer

Sheila and John Vaccaro

Andrea Vagueiro-Forristal

Christy Valentine

Linda Van Coillie

Martha van der Mersch

Joyce VanderWeide

Tamara Vanek

Jaime Vannoord

Marilyn and James 
Varner

Julienne Vecchio

Rahil Vora

Linda Wagar

Kathleen and Preston 
Wallace

Beverly and Kevin Walsh

Diana Wang

Gary Ward

Jamie Washell

Trevor Watling

Parker Watt

Suzanne Waybrant

Nora Weage

Michael Weinberger, MD

Kathryn Wiand

Dennis Williams

Megan Williams

Pam Wilson

Nancy Winans and 
Michael Ostrowski

Nicole Winnie

Scott Wirick

Maureen Wolf

Thomas Wood

Sharon and Gerald 
Wujcik

Jennifer Wyscaver

Charlene Yanchik

Patricia Young

Allison Yuzuki

Lan Zheng

Anette Zuccarelli

Members 
($25-$49)
Mark Abensohn

Daniel Aguilar

Barb Aitken

Carol Albaugh

Diane Allen

Jeanne Altman

Maria Alvarez and David 
Greene

Tawnya Ambekar

Lisa Ames

Courtney Amisano

Jaleh Amouzegar

Devon Anderson

Mary Anne Anderson 
and Scott Larson

Pandora Anderson

Cynthia Andrews

Heather Andrighetti

Naveen Aniyan

Sarah Apostolico

Laura Appelbaum

Joseph Applegate

Irene Arcas

Ruth Archibald

Kim Armitage

Liz Arms

Sharon Arnold

Gail Asbury

Audrey Atkins

Susan Austin

Charles Avakian

Mari Avila

Christine Azzone

Caroline Bagguley

Karen and William Bailey

Karyn Bak

Elaine Baker

Lori Baker

Pamela Baker

Peggy Banks

Michael Baporis

Sherry Barag

Debra and Louis Barbone

Kathryn Barr

Barbara Barrett

Nickolas Barris

Josie Barry

Kathy Bauhof

David Baumgardner

Cara and Michael Bayer

Barbara Bean

Gerald Beckett

Cheryl and Kenny 
Bedenbaugh

Dinah Bee

Traci Beger

Mary Anne and Paul 
Bennett

Lisa and Michael Bennink

Jacqueline Berger

Doris and Ronald 
Bergmann

C.J. Bernal

Chad Berninger

Christine Berry

Sharon Betts

Laura Bir

Sam Black

Jason Blair

Susy Blesity

Lisa Bliss

Mike Bliziotes

Joanne and William Blum

Marilyn Blum

Daniel Boehm

Michele and Robert 
Bohlmann

Crystal Bouska

Pamela and John Bowers

Lori Bowles

Amanda Boyer-Finelli

Bill Branch

Laurie and John Brandt

Virginia Branscom

Carol Braverman

Helen Breen

Katrina Brehob

Shirley Breuker

Ann Brobst

Jane Bronson

Gloria Brosious

Ann Browne

Janee Bruce

Rosemary and John 
Bryan

Annette Bryant

Darlene and Mark Bryant

James Bryant

Lenka Bubenickova

Barbara and David Bugen

Ann Burton

Cory Bushman

Susan Butler

Marva Cabarubio

Glen Caldwell

Megan Camp

Josephine Canzano

Elma and Elias Cardona

Geneviève Caron

Jane Carr

Barbara Carter

Sally and Lee Carter

Linda Carver

Nurit Caspi

Anthony Cassano

Peter Cassidy

Marsha Castle

Cynthia Castora

Deborah Cengel

John Cento

Monica and Myin Chain

Karen Chamberlain

Davy Charlottenfeld

Christine Chaulk

Frank Chen

Yan Chen

Tracey Chiurazzi

Rhonda Choja

Ava Christy

Cheryl Chubinski

Susan and David 
Cieniawa

Mark Ciesielski

Amy Clark

Jodi Clark-Lopez

Beth and Bruce 
Cleveland

Ian Clowes

Shelley Cohen

Rochelle and Yehuda 
Cohen

Joseph Colando

Deb Cole

Kathleen and Richard 
Cole

Judith Collins and 
Kenneth Stiegler

Michael Collins

Vicki Collins

Patricia Conry

Brandon Cook

Nancy Cooper

Lisa Copeland

Claudia Corlett

Pascale Cormier and 
Peter Barrett

Stacy Costello

Debbie and Richard 
Couture

Anneliese and James 
Cowan

Sally and Carl Cowin

Jennifer Cox

Robert Craig

Susan Cristante

Carol and Douglas 
Crowley

Wendy Curren

Pat Curtis

Marlys and Richard 
Cutshall

Wanda da Rosa

Gail Darrigo

Ivy Dash

Janet and Kenneth 
Davidson

Angela Davis

Lorraine and Thomas 
Dawes

Eleanor De Hart

Larry Dearman

Jacquelin Deatcher

Mila DeCastro

Terrie Deeg

The staff at Pantherx Rare Pharmacy at their Paper Airplane 
fundraiser for PDSA.

Circle of Hope member 
Cheri Zimmerman (and 
wife of ITP Warrior and 
PDSA Board Member 
Derek Zimmerman) at 
her Rock ‘n Roll 
Marathon in Lima, Peru.
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Stephanie DeLullo

Robin DeMonch

Brenda Dennis

Carol Denny

Heather Denton

Louie Despeaux

Louise and John 
DeStefano

Jean DeVore

Ravinder Dhamija

Ernest Di Marzio

Natasha Dias

Patty and Patsy DiChiara

Elizabeth Dick

Anna Dietderich

Joanne Dillahunty

Shirley DiMatteo

Diana DiMeo and 
Gordon Rowse

Elaine DePalma

David Dolbec

Delphine Dolson

Kati Donaghy

Vera Donahue

Jason Dookie

Steven Dorland

Meagan Dorman

Therese Dotson

Peggy and Wayne 
Douberley

Laurentino Dougall

Alice and John Douthit

Kim Doyle

Sandra Drengacz

Dennis Driedger

Jessica Druey

Catherine and William 
Eagan

Haregewein Edossa

Kevin Edwards

Nicholas Edwards

Elsie Eisold

Mariam Elbarawy

Lib Elder

Annie and E. Burton 
Elliott

Forrest Elliott

Gloria Elliott

Marisa Eng

Regina Engel

Sylvia and Joachim Engel

Jill Engmark

Michelle and Dan 
Eppinghoff

Suzanne and Peter 
Erndwein

Joanne and Dennis 
Escher

Brian Esler

Stig Faanes

Kerry and Robin Farney

Tammy Fassett

Barbara Felix

Veronica and Desie 
Fernandez

Jean Field

Bethany Fimmel

Michael Fincher

Michele Finley

Samuel Finney

Janet Fischer

Cathy Fitzgerald

Hannah Fleming

Dorothy and Joseph 
Fontana

Kim Forgetta

Nicholas Forth

James Fowler

Mark Fox

Rosa Frasca

Allana and Raulo Frear

Marcia and Jim Freed

Vanessa Freeman

Janice Frezel

Angie Friesen

Derek Fritz

Mark Fuller

Diane Gabbanwilli

Lynne Gabriel

Mimi Gaines

Ryan Gallivan

Carol and Robert 
Gammons

Helen Garchar

John Gargarella

Harold Garson

Lydia Garvey

Judith and Robert (Bob) 
Gasdorf

Brian Gaudett

Lisa Gerolimos

Peter Gesuale

Liana Gettel

Daniele Gibney-
Desmaison

Margot Gill

Angela Glover

Kadi Goeryz

David Goldberg

Laura and James Golding

Paula Gomez

Rhonda Gomez

Denise and Willard 
Goode

Mary Jo and James 
Gordon

Pamela Gordon

Bette Gorning

Joanne Goschey

Erich Gottl

Gary Grasso

Robert Gravel

Ann Gray

Susan Gray

Marietta Green

Mary Louise Green

Sean Green

Adrian Grieve

Heather Griffis

Denise Grimm

Beth Grossman

Patricio Guerrerortiz

Patricia and Gary 
Guinther

Betsy and Donald Guy

Rebecca Guyett

Elizabeth Hack

Celia Hackenberg

Cindy and Jason 
Hackwell

Joanne Hadad

Tari Hafner

Barbara Hagedorn

Sophia Hahn

Julia Haines

Annmarie Hajduch 
Jones and Rodney 
Jones

Judith Hampton and 
John Biemiller

Linda Hanson

Linda Hardiman

Kathy Hardman

Kalah Hardy

Joy Heinbaugh

Lee Hemberg

Richard Hendershot

Jette Henderson

Pamela and Joe 
Henderson

Kyle Hendrex

Patricia and Dennis 
Henry

Lily Henson

Stephanie Hernandez-
Gonzalez

Penny Heron

Carol Herstine

Mary and William 
Hetland

Allison Hickenboth

Brandi Higgins

Kelly Higgins

David Hindi

Stephanie and Robert 
Hindman

David Hizer

Billy Hodges

Lindsey Hoefft

Linette and Derrick 
Hoelscher

Lori Hoffman

Mary Lou Hoffman

Jamie Holiman

Sheila Holmes

Monica Holtzee

Penny and Mike Hopper

Karen Hopson

Shawn Horne

Pamela and Charles 
Horner

Willa Horton

Pat Howes

Stacey Hrabak

Elaine Hughes

Karen Hundrieser

Leah Hunt

Danielle Hunter

Linda Hunter

Luetta Hyronimus

Myrna Ibrahim

Diane and Pete Infante

Marsha and Richard 
Inman

Janice and Joseph 
Ippolito

Debbie Isaac

Tiina Jaakola

Paul Jackson

Kathy and Samuel 
Jackson

Maureen and Robert 
Jelloe

Wendy Jensen

Reyleen Jimenez

Elizabeth Johnson

Sam Johnson

Wendy Johnson

Kate Jones

Donna and James 
Jorgenson

Connie Justice

Jenny Justman

Hilde and Allen Kasper

Beverly and Marc 
Kauffman

Marci Kay

Lucie Keating

Susan Kehn

Lydia and Gregory 
Kelbach

Nancy Kell

Karen Kelly

Joan Kermath

Angela Kerr

Linda Kilchenstein and 
Matthew Dittrich

Alison Kill

Claire and Roger Kille

Nedra and Tim 
Kingsburg

Loni Kirsch

Carol Kirven

Trudi Kissiah

T.J. Klein

Alan Klepeckas

Jack Klugerman

Nancy Knight

Abigail Kopischke

Patricia and Thomas 
Koppinger

Wendy Krause

Maria and Christopher 
Krepcio

Richard Kriebel

Christine Krieger

Nina Krifuks

Narenthranath 
Krishnamoorthy

Arthur Kroll

Liz Kruzel

Dev Kunwar

Sandi and Denis 
Kwiatkowski

Darlene Lada

Linh Lam

Susan Landwehr

Margie and Dale Lane

Kathleen and Raymond 
Lang

Renee Larum

Heli Lastikka

June Latine

Susan Laurentino

Vincent Laurentino

Alison Lawson

Dong Eun Lee

June and Richard Lee

Brent Legacy

Linda Lehmann

Fred Leiss

Kristen Lesko

Laurie Levene-Whitehill 
and Richard Whitehill

Diane and Arthur Levin

Alice and Barry Levitin

Ellen Levy

Marjo Lindberg

Thomson Lipscomb

Jennifer and Anthony 
Livorse

Eduardo Lopez

Valerie Love

Susan Lowry Jones

Tasha Loyd

Christine Luque

Carol and Lenny Lustrino

Danka Macar

Tracy MacCharles

David MacDonald

Debbie Macdonald-Gray

Joan MacKnight

Maureen Madigan

Leanna Madill

Michael Maino

Nick Mandich

Richard Mansfield

Lori Margevicius

Jill Marich

Katie Marinelli

Pamela Markison

Oliver Markowitz

Sharon and Garrett 
Marks

Dawn Marshall

Rita Marshall

Angela and Rich Martin

Audrey Martin

Katrina Martinez

Ma Sanjuana Martinez

Kirsten Martiniuk

Ashley Mathews

Darla Matsakis

Lee and Gary Maynard

Pam McCarthy

Jefferson McCormick

Dionne McCready

Barbara McCrudden

Margaret McGeorge

Heather McGovern

James McKinney

Monica McKnight

Jessica McLean

Linda McManus

Kim McNamara

Janelle McPike

Manuela and Stephen 
McShane

Emily McTyre

Katie Meloy

Ada Mendez

Linda Merryman

Joe Messina

Francesca Metcalfe

Brenda Meyerson

Alan Michelson

Muriel Midon

Shannon Millman
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Elijah Milne

Suzanne and Joe 
Mischyshyn

Thomas Mohrhusen

Lisa Monaco

Jenny Monasterio

Andrea Moncrief

Michael Monfort

Kathleen and Don 
Mooradian

Rhonda Moore

Sharon Moore

Sharon and Thomas 
Moore

Rebekah Moorefield

Konrad Moraga

Eric Morales

Elsa and Steven Morrick

Joan Morrill

James Morris

Susan Morris

Kate Morrison

Gisella and Anthony 
Mortelliti

Christi Mossburg

Natalie Mowatt

Debra Mueller

Carol and James Mullis

Cole Mumby

Gail and Gerald Murray

David Murtaugh

Karen and Lawrence 
Muscat

Nikai Mutagaana

Adam Muzalewski

Dina Myers

Ben Myrick

Alison Mytych

Daniel Mytych

Gayle Naar

Kathleen Naegely

Robin Nagel

Paul Nealy

Linda Neff

Nancy Newby

Nicole Newell

Jean Niewald

Anne Noonan

Michelle Nosch

Mary O’Neal

Joseph Obiso

Elsa O’Farrell

Carmella and Tom 
O’Flaherty

Heather OKelley

Vickie Oldham

Amanda Olias

Grant Olsen

Gary Olson

Patsy Ostergaard

Louis Pagley

Sue Pallay

Amy and Anthony Pardo

Michele Park

Hugh Parker

Mary Parks

Tudor Pascu

Amit Patel

Neelam Patel and Shailen 
Bhatt

Payal Patel

Carla Patterson

Dana Pelleg

Karen Peltier

Douglas Pemberton

Kristin Perkins

Michael Perrell

Tanya Peters

Felesha Petersen

Phyllis Pette

Jackie Phillips

Clayton Phillis

Theresa and Steve Picone

Eleanor and Wesley 
Pietkiewicz

Elizabeth and Thompson 
Pizzolato

Randall Poe

Mariette Poirier

Patricia Polley

Catalina Pop

Gladys and Douglas 
Popham

Jeannine Potzler

Bruce Pountney

Patricia Preston

Madonna Priore

Linda Pryor

Jo-Anne Psiuk-Rodgers

Stephanie and Bob 
Puglielli

Phyllis Puiia

June and Richard Purres

Ann and Carl Quaglino

Linda Ramirez

Robert Ramirez

Tameron Ramon

Angela Ramos

Arlene and Kenny Ramos

Evette Ramos

Melinda and Robert 
Rayder

Sara Ressor

Rachel Reid

Jessica Reilsono

Kathy Reinert

Shirley Rennon

Nicole and Eddie Renteria

Laura Resburg

Logan Resch

Leigh Anne Rethage

Muretta Rethage

Holly and Kevin Rettig

Dee Anne and David 
Reynolds

Holly Reynolds

Wes Rhiger

Nancy Ricks

Donna and Bill Rieth

Tricia Riggs

Marilyn Rio

Leslie Rios

Karen and Richard Ripple

Bryan Rivers

Barbara and Alan 
Robbins

Irving Robbins

Julie Roberts

Mary Alice Roberts

Cheryl and James 
Robinson

Laura Rockwood

Ana Rodriguez

Rebekah Rogers

Amanda Romano

Anita Rondinelli

Rita Rosenthal

Michael Roth

Barbara and Norman 
Ruber

Ray Rupp

Cyndi Rush

Antonia Ryan

Theresa Sabate

Geraldine and Gary 
Sakowicz

Kristen Sanders

Dharminder Sandhu

Francis Sangrey

Lisa Santiago

Lauren Santos

Jean Saritas

Catherine Sarup

Christina Sasson

Ina Scanlon

Beverly Schaefer

Colleen Schafer

Pam and Steven Scheets

Lisa Schillari

Ziva Schuchman

Lee-Anne Schultz

Meredith Schulz

Karen and Larry Schwilk

Jamie and Rex Scott

Porcher and Michael 
Scott

Jessica Scotto

Raymond Searles

Brian Self

Evelyn Sheffield

Kirk Shimano

Margaret Shortridge

Alan Showman

Brenda Shy

Pam and Ron Sielgel

Rodrigo Silva

Jennie Simons

Ryan Sims

Mary and Byron 
Singleton

Ann Skildum

William Slaughter

Julie and Ronnie Small

Bernadette Smith

Denise Smith

Gloria Smith

Iain Smith

Julie Snyder

Yuying Song

Donna and Anthony 
Soria

Patricia and Gerald 
Spaniol

Marlene Spicher

Melissa Spishak

Elizabeth Spivey

Ilene and Michael 
Squillace

Carol Stageman

Heather and Jason Staph

Matt Steffens

Barbara and Edward 
Stein

Elaine Steinberg

Gregory Steindl

Christine Stensland

Allison Stevens

Cindy Stevens

Elaine Stevens

Kim Stewart

Richard Stilwell

Angela Stoker

Glenda Stormes-Bice

Phyllis and Bill Stovall

Mary Anne and Kenneth 
Stowe

Alan Straka

Carl Stroder

Sara Strouth

Becky Sulko

Carole Sullivan

Joy Sullivan

Amanda Svoboda

Amy Swain

Halina Szelagowicz

Sue Taber

Nicole Tabin

David Takacs

Melinda Takahaski

Maria and Steve Tarbuck

Duncan Teed

Virginia Teed

Effath Tehrani

Marisol Tenorio

Mildred Terzic

Maryann Testa

Theresa Thach

Joel Thibodeau

Donna Thompson

Glenda and James 
Thornton

James Thweatt

Hua Tian

Nikoleta Tiliakos

Arundeep Tiwana

Sandra Tong

Heather Topcik

Angela Torcivia

Miguel Torres

Doris and James Toth

Thomas Trotzer

Joan Troyano

Tracy Trueblood

Patricia Tull

Mary and Bruce Turner

Tamara Tyler

Julie Tzavelas

Steven Urquhart

Paul Van Buren

Wendi Van Eldik

Miranda and Dave  
Van Skyock

Susan Van Slyke

Jennifer Vanzie

Linda and Chris 
Verschuren

Jake Vetter

Nikki Viavant

Thomas Vickery

Anne Vollmer

Röhn Wagner

Grace and Stephen 
Walker

Tanya Walker-Kolar

Sarah and William 
Wallace

Mia Waller

Joyce Walsh

Rose Walsh

Sarah Waltho

Dawn Walton

Vincent Ward

Courtney Watson

Lorraine Weinhardt

Gloria Weitz

Dawn Weitzel

Ruth and Chester Wells

Shawn Wessel

Brigitte and Thomas 
White

Denise Whitehead

Jan and Thomas Whiten

Shelley Whitlock

Edward Wilkauskas

Holly Williams

Jennifer Wilson

Pamela Wilson

Sheryl Windle

Janet Winghart

Donna Winter

Hazel and Orest Wirstiuk

Peter Wirth

Laura Witczak

Sergej Wlassow

Ruthy Wolfson

Andrew Wood

Janice Wood

Daniel Wool

Barbara and Stanley 
Woolever

Jennifer Workman

Dayanne and Jeffrey 
Writtenhouse

Cora Wyne

Iris and Eric Yang

Olivia Yarussi

Randi and Jacob Yasgur

Erlinda Yates

Deanna Young

Valerie Yu

Jessica Zaegel

Kerry Zakowich

George Zakrzewski

Lauren Zaras

John Zavitz

Virginia Zelhof

Edward Zoble

Janet Zolezzi

Marc Zumberg

Jenny Zuniga-Casal

 

Contributions in 2019

PDSA receives contributions from multiple United Way and CFC locations throughout the US.
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PDSA Board of Directors
Peter Pruitt, Chairman
Coral Gables, FL

Kim Everett, Treasurer
Manitowoc, WI

Beth Siegelbaum, 
Secretary
Norwalk, CT

Karen Avrick
Woodbury, NY

Robert Feiner
Austin, TX

Melissa Hilsabeck
Garden Grove, CA

Linda McGuirl
Basking Ridge, NJ

Dale Paynter,  
Vice Chairman
Cambridge, ON
Canada

Derek Zimmerman
Royal Palm Beach, FL

“We are 
fortunate to 

have such a great 
resource as the 

PDSA.” 
– Mary I.

“Top organization 
worldwide to supply 

information about ITP, caring 
board members and access to 

thousands of individuals with ITP 
and their caregivers to learn from one 
another. We relied on this organization 
to help us adjust and live better with 

my son’s ITP diagnosis. We are 
forever grateful for the PDSA.” 

– Jennifer D.

PDSA Medical Advisors
Donald Arnold, MD
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON Canada

James Bussel, MD
Cornell University
New York, NY

Douglas Cines, MD
University of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Nichola Cooper, MD
Hammersmith Hospital
London, United Kingdom

Terry Gernsheimer, MD
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Andra James, MD
Duke University Medical 
Center
Durham, NC

Craig Kessler, MD
Georgetown University
Washington, DC

David Kuter, MD
Massachusetts General 
Hospital
Boston, MA

Michele Lambert, MD
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Howard Liebman, MD
University of Southern 
California
Los Angeles, CA

Diane Nugent, MD
University of California, 
Irvine School of Medicine
Orange, CA

Drew Provan, MD
Barts & The London Queen 
Mary’s School of Medicine
London, United Kingdom

John Semple, PhD
Lund University
Lund, Sweden

Michael Tarantino, MD
The Bleeding & Clotting 
Disorders Institute
Peoria, IL

Emeritus
Robert McMillan, MD
Scripps Research Institute
La Jolla, CA

PDSA Staff
Caroline Kruse 
President & CEO

Sue Zemon 
Chief Financial Officer

Nancy Potthast 
Director of Marketing

Jody Shy 
Director of Programs and Events

Brenda Foster 
Administrative Manager 

Jennifer DiRaimo 
Research Program Manager

Alexandra Kruse 
Research Coordinator

Jeff Cooper 
Website and Social Media Manager 

Emily Innes 
Programs and Marketing Associate

Loni Kirsch 
Administrative Assistant

Joan Young 
Founder

Members of the PDSA staff, Medical Advisors, and Board (L to R) PDSA Research 
Coordinators Jared Whitman and Alexandra Kruse, President & CEO Caroline Kruse, 
Michael Tarantino, MD, David Kuter, MD, Michelle Lambert, MD, Board Chair Peter 
Pruitt, Craig Kessler, MD, John Semple, PhD, and James Bussel, MD.

Your PDSA Staff.

www.pdsa.org  |  23



Changing the Lives
of ITP Patients

PDSA 20/20 ITP Research Campaign:

SUPPORT OUR 20/20 VISION

When it comes to ITP patients, the Platelet Disorder Support Association has 20/20 vision - a
demonstrated clarity and sharpness in its commitment to both informing and supporting the most
promising, patient-centered research on ITP.

Make a difference today at pdsa.org/20-20research

Since 2017, our Research Program has led great advancements in the field by encouraging
researchers to prioritize patient needs and by investing more than $140,000 in seven research studies
clearly focused on transforming the lives of ITP patients.

2020 is the perfect year to increase support to the
20/20 Research Campaign. Charitable donations to this
Campaign support our vision for the funding of studies
that seek to improve ITP patient diagnosis, therapies,
and overall quality of life.

Can we count on you to help? Together, we will help
inspire and directly sustain the vital work of 
researchers seeking to unlock a cure for ITP.

8751 Brecksville Road, Suite 150
Cleveland, OH 44141

Phone: (440) 746-9003

Email: pdsa@pdsa.org

Web: www.pdsa.org

PDSA is a 501(c)3 organization. All contributions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

SUPPORT OUR 20/20 VISION

When it comes to ITP patients, the Platelet Disorder Support Association has 20/20 vision – a 
demonstrated clarity and sharpness in its commitment to both informing and supporting the most 
promising, patient-centered research on ITP.

Since 2017, our Research Program has led great advancements in the field by encouraging 
researchers to prioritize patient needs and by investing more than $140,000 in seven research 
studies clearly focused on transforming the lives of ITP patients.

Make a difference today at pdsa.org/20-20research

2020 is the perfect year to increase support to the 
20/20 Research Campaign. Charitable donations to 
this Campaign support our vision for the funding 
of studies that seek to improve ITP patient 
diagnosis, therapies, and overall quality of life.

Can we count on you to help? Together, we will 
help inspire and directly sustain the vital work of 
researchers seeking to unlock a cure for ITP.


