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HOW IS IT GIVEN:

HOW DOES IT WORK:

COMMON DOSING REGIMENS:

COMMON SIDE EFFECTS:

RARE BUTSERIOUS SIDE EFFECTS:

TYPICAL TIME TO RESPONSE:

LIKELIHOOD OF INITIAL RESPONSE:

LIKELIHOOD OF LONG-TERM
RESPONSE (3-5 YEARS):

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

References:

Oral pill.

Mechanism of action is not established. May work by inducing “mild”
hemolysis and thereby divert splenic macrophages from clearing antibody-
coated platelets.

Initial dose 50-100 mg/day.

Mild hemolysis (destruction of red blood cells) causing anemia and itching.
Severe hemolytic anemia, methemoglobinemia (an abnormal type of
hemoglobin), Stevens-Johnson syndrome (severe skin rash).

1-3 months.

Ranges from 10-60%.

Most studies have reported relapse within six months of stopping dapsone.
Contraindicated in patients with G6PD deficiency (prior genetic or enzyme

testing should be considered). Need to monitor for evidence hemolysis.

Reproduction studies have shown an adverse effect on fetal development in
animal studied. No well controlled studies in humans to date.
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